Tobernalt Holy Well

Creative Writing #3
Read the section on the Penal Laws on the Tobernalt Holy Well web site, (http://www.holywell.seomraranga.com) especially the section on religion under the Penal Laws. Read also the section on other holy wells (http://www.holywell.seomraranga.com/holywellsireland.htm ) to find out about customs, practices, beliefs and cures to do with holy wells throughout the country.

Imagine that you are a soldier living in Ireland during the 18th century. Write a diary entry to record a visit by you and your company to Tobernalt. Think about the following before you write your diary:

· How did you get to the holy well?

· Why did your company decide to go to Tobernalt on this day?

· How did you hear about the visit of the priest to the holy well?

· While you were there, how did you feel? Scared, frightened, happy?

· What did you think about the Penal Laws at the time that forbade such a gathering from taking place?

· What did you observe about the ordinary people and their faith on your visit?
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