Figures of Speech #3

Weather

Looking at language is one of the strand units of the revised English curriculum. Figures of Speech are an area of language that could be looked at by children in the middle and senior classes in the school. Figures of speech often confuse children as they only view the phrases in their literal sense. Here is a short list of figures of speech with some kind of weather in the phrase. How many others weather phrases can your pupils add to the list? Can they find out what each one means?
· To be a fair-weather friend

· To be a sunshine supporter

· To weather the storm

· To feel as right as rain

· To rain cats and dogs

· To put some money away for a rainy day

· To be just a drop in the ocean

· To be pure as the driven snow

· To be snowed under

· To cut no ice

· To be skating on thin ice

· To break the ice

· To put something on ice

· To be the tip of the iceberg

· “I haven’t the foggiest”

· Every cloud has a silver lining

· To cast a cloud over something

· To be on cloud nine

· To have one’s head in the clouds

· To have a cloud lifted

· To live in cloud-cuckoo-land

· To whistle in the wind

· Wait and see which way the wind blows

· To sail too close to the wind

· To take the wind out of someone’s sails

· To get one’s second wind

· To put the wind up someone

· To throw caution to the wind

· To get a windfall

· To be a windbag

· To be longwinded

· To be the calm before the storm

· To take by storm

· To ride out the storm

· To be a storm in a teacup

· To steal someone’s thunder

· To call a lightning strike
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