Figures of Speech #6

Trees and Flowers

Looking at language is one of the strand units of the revised English curriculum. Figures of Speech are an area of language that could be looked at by children in the middle and senior classes in the school. Figures of speech often confuse children as they only view the phrases in their literal sense. Here is a short list of figures of speech relating to trees and flowers. How many others tree and flower phrases can your pupils add to the list? Can they find out what each one means?
· As welcome as the flowers in May

· Say it with flowers

· It was roses all the way

· It was no bed of roses

· To gild the lily

· To be a shrinking violet

· To be lily-livered

· To be as fresh as a daisy

· To grasp the nettle

· To lead someone up the garden path

· To be in the first bloom of youth

· To blossom into …..

· To be the pick of the bunch

· To nip something in the bud

· To be a budding artist

· To be a thorn in the side of someone

· To hit the hay

· To make hay while the sun shines

· To go haywire

· To be looking for a needle in a haystack

· To clutch at straws

· To be the last straw

· To sow the seeds of doubt

· To be an unseeded player

· To put someone out to grass

· Not to let the grass grow under your feet

· To turf someone out

· To be rooted to the spot

· To have roots in the area

· To be a deep rooted problem

· To have a root and branch review

· To bark up the wrong tree

· To beat about the bush

· To hide one’s light under a bushel

· To hedge one’s bets

· Not to see the wood for the trees

· To be out of the woods

· To go against the grain

· To sleep like a log

· To hold out the olive branch

· To get the wrong end of the stick

· To turn over a new leaf

· To take a leaf out of someone’s book

· To leaf through a book

· To shake like a leaf
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