Figures of Speech #7

Animals

Looking at language is one of the strand units of the revised English curriculum. Figures of Speech are an area of language that could be looked at by children in the middle and senior classes in the school. Figures of speech often confuse children as they only view the phrases in their literal sense. Here is a short list of figures of speech with reference to animals in the phrase. How many other animal phrases can your pupils add to the list? Can they find out what each one means?

· To behave like an animal

· To be a rare animal

· It’s the nature of the beast

· Beauty and the beast

· “You’re a pet!”

· To have a pet name for someone

· Every dog has his day

· You can’t teach an old dog new tricks

· To make a dog’s dinner out of something

· Love me, love my dog

· To be the top dog

· To be in a dog fight

· To be in the dog house

· To be only a dog’s body

· To have a dog-eared copy

· Hair of the dog

· The tail wagging the dog
· To call off the dogs

· To be sick as a dog

· To be dog tired

· To let sleeping dogs lie

· His bark is worse than his bite

· To sell someone a pup

· “You pup!”

· To have puppy fat

· Puppy love

· To play cat and mouse

· To set the cat among the pigeons

· To cat call

· To the cat out of the bag

· There was no room to swing a cat

· There was not a cat in hell’s chance

· Curiosity killed the cat

· There’s more than one way to skin a cat

· “Has the cat got your tongue?”

· To grin like a Cheshire cat

· To be like the cat that swallowed the cream

· To act like the cat’s pyjamas

· To have a wild cat strike

· To be a copy cat

· To be as weak as a kitten

· To pussy foot around something

· To be a dark horse

· To be an old war horse

· To back the wrong horse

· To eat like a horse

· To work like a horse

· To engage in horse play

· To engage in horse trading

· To flog a dead horse

· To be on your hobby horse
· To climb on your high horse

· To hear something straight from the horse’s mouth

· Never look a gift horse in the mouth

· To lock the stable door after the horse has bolted

· To put the cart before the horse

· To drive a coach and horses through a law

· “Wild horses would not drag it out of me!”

· “Hold your horses!”

· Horses for courses

· To make an ass of oneself

· To be a stubborn as a mule

· To talk the hind leg off a donkey

· To be a sacred cow

· To talk till the cows come home

· To take the bull by the horns

· To score a bull’s eye

· Like a bull in a china shop
· To kill the fatted calf

· To look sheepish

· To count sheep

· To be a wolf in sheep’s clothing

· “You may as well be hung for a sheep as a lamb”

· To go like a lamb to the slaughter

· To get on one’s goat

· To be a scapegoat

· To look like a stuck pig

· To be pig-headed

· To be a chauvinist pig

· To eat like a pig
· To be a guinea pig

· You cannot make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear

· To be a road hog

· To go the whole hog

· To hog something

· To rat on someone

· To smell a rat

· To pull the rabbit out of a hat

· To be as mad as a March hare

· To run with the hare and hunt with the hounds

· To be as sly as a fox

· To be out-foxed

· To wolf your food down

· To keep the wolf from the door

· To cry “wolf”

· To throw someone to the wolves

· To wolf-whistle

· To have a stag party

· To beaver away at something

· To badger someone

· To ferret out

· To speak weasel words

· To be as prickly as a hedgehog

· To be a mole

· To make a mountain out of a molehill

· To be as blind as a bat

· To frogmarch someone

· To have a frog in your throat

· To be a snake in the grass
· To have a whale of a time

· To be a dragon

· To chase the dragon

· To shed crocodile tears

· To have a skin like a rhinoceros

· To have a memory like an elephant

· To take part in a kangaroo court

· To make a monkey out of someone

· To take part in monkey business

· A leopard never changes its spots

· To be as brave as a lion

· To get the lion’s share

· To go into the lion’s den
· To be like a bear with a sore head
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