Figures of Speech #14

Illnesses and Ailments

Looking at language is one of the strand units of the revised English curriculum. Figures of Speech are an area of language that could be looked at by children in the middle and senior classes in the school. Figures of speech often confuse children as they only view the phrases in their literal sense. Here is a short list of figures of speech with reference to illnesses and ailments in the phrase. How many other body phrases can your pupils add to the list? Can they find out what each one means?

· To be blinded by hatred
· To turn a blind eye to something
· To go on a blind date
· “It’s like the blind leading the blind”
· When something leads you up blind alleys
· To turn a deaf ear to something
· To fall on deaf ears
· To have a deafening silence
· To be hard of hearing
· To be struck dumb
· To be a dumb blonde
· A dumb waiter
· To have a lame excuse
· To tread on someone’s corns
· To be afflicted with crippling taxes
· To be at fever pitch
· When something is not be sneezed at
· To cough up for something
· To plague someone
· To avoid something like the plague
· To have teething trouble with something
· To cramp someone’s style
· To look at something with a jaundiced eye
· To have itchy fingers
· To tell a story, warts and all
· To be dizzy with success
· To have verbal diarrhoea
· When something has a sting in its tail
· To tell a sick joke

· To add insult to injury

· To lick your wounds

· To be at pains to point something out

· To be a pain in the neck

· To have growing pains

· To be sore about something

· To have a sore spot

· To be a sight for sore eyes

· To be an eyesore

· To open old sores

· To be ill at ease with something

· To give someone a taste of their own medicine
· To be a bitter pill to swallow

· To give someone/something a clean bill of health
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