Subject:


Drama 
	Theme:                         Voyage    

Strand:                          Drama to explore feelings, knowledge, leading to                   understanding.

Strand Unit(s):            Exploring & making drama, reflecting on drama,    co-operating & communicating in drama.



	

	Differentiated Learning Objectives:

1) That all of the children will be enabled to develop in role and imagine themselves as a character during the Great Famine.
2) That most of the children will be enabled to act out in freeze-frames and question effectively.
3) That some of the children will be enabled to add tension and suspense to their scene. 


	Assessment:

Observation, teacher questioning pupils, pupils questioning teacher, pupils explaining to peers.


	Resources:

Hall, blanket, flashcards with various different roles/situations about characters in the famine.


	Teaching Methodologies:

Active learning, whole class teaching, teacher questioning, talk and discussion, group work. 



	Integration:

History: The Great Famine.

English: Development of oral language skills.


	Key Questions: (*May be used at any stage in the lesson)
Lower order:
What words do we associate when we think of the Great Famine?

How do you think the people felt about to board the ships to start a new life in America, England or Australia?

Would the workhouses have been a happy place?

Higher order:

What feelings and emotions would we associate with the poor Irish people during the Famine times?

Can you picture the tight, cramped conditions on-board the ships?

What would the facilities have been like on-board the ships?

What questions would you like to ask the character?



	Content of lesson:

Introduction: We will begin with a warm-up activity where we will sit as a group in a circle and each child must name one word that they associate with the famine.  We will then discuss feelings/emotions of the famine people.
Development: I will break the class into six groups and each child in the group will be given a flash-card with a specific role.  The children will be given 5 minutes in which to prepare their piece.  I will move around to the different groups and prompt them with ideas where needed.

Conclusion: Each character will be placed in the “hot-seat” and the audience will ask the characters various questions. 
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Your father has come home this evening & announced that there is a strange thing covering the potato crop.
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