Ratio  ~ or ~ Unequal Sharing

In this world everything is seldom shared out equally! When we want to express unequal sharing in Maths we call it a ratio.

*************************************************************************

Here’s an example story:-

· Mum has 20 sweets. She wants to share them between her two children giving the older child 3 for every 1 she gives the younger child. How many sweets does each child get?
                        ¤ ¤ ¤ #  / ¤ ¤ ¤ #  / ¤ ¤ ¤ # /  ¤ ¤ ¤ # /  ¤ ¤ ¤ #  / ¤ ¤ ¤ #   

Three for the older child and one for the younger child each time. So she’ll need to make groups of 4. (3+1)

How many groups of 4 can she make? 20
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4 = 5

So the young child gets 5 x 1  = 5, and the older child gets 5 x 3 = 15

Am I right? Check by adding 15 + 5. Do I get 20? Yes! I’m right!

______________________________________________________________

Here’s another one:-

In a class of 32, there are 5 boys for every 3 girls. How many girls and boys are in the class?

To show this, you need to group the children into 8s, 5 boys and 3 girls.
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In a class of 32 there are four 8s.   (32 
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 8 = 4)

In each group of 8 there are 3 girls. 4 groups of 3 = 12 (4 x 3)

In each group of 8 there are 5 boys. 4 groups of 5 = 20 (4 x 5)

Am I right?  12 + 20 = 32. Yes! I’m right!

Now: Share €30 between two people, giving one twice as much as the other!

Remember – twice as much is two parts, the other person gets one part.
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