A GLOSSARY OF COMPUTER TERMINOLOGY
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BIT:


Short for Binary Digit- either 1 or 0.

BYTE:

8 bits = 1 byte. Computer memories are 


measured in how many 1000’s of bytes 


(or K-bytes) they can handle.

CD-ROM:

Compact Disc-Read Only Memory. 



Programmes and information can be 



stored on cd-roms. You can only read 


from cd-roms, you cannot save 



information onto them.

CURSOR:

Arrow or small vertical line on the 



screen.

DRIVES:

Where information can be stored on the 


computer:




A or B Drive: the floppy disc drive.




C-Drive: usually the hard disc.




D-Drive: the cd-rom drive.

EGG TIMER:
Appears on the screen when the 



computer is loading a programme or 



saving information for you.

FLOPPY DISC:
These are small 3½ inch discs (a circle of 


plastic enclosed in a case) which contain 


data or programmes. Programmes can be 


read from them and information can be 


stored onto them.

GRAPHICS:

Pictures or any other visual material 



produced by the computer onto the 



screen.

HARD DISC:

This is where information is stored inside 


the computer.

HARDWARE:
This is all the computer equipment,



anything physical, what you can see or 


touch.

ICON:


Symbol on screen for a programme. The 


programme can be opened by double-


clicking the icon with the mouse.

KEYBOARD:
This is similar to a typewriter, which has 


number, letter and instruction keys on it.

MEMORY:

The information store on a computer.

MONITOR:

This is the television screen on which 


information is displayed.

MOUSE:

Allows you to move the cursor around 


the screen.

NETWORK:

Computers which are linked together and 


can share information between them.

PC:


Personal Computer.

PERIPHERALS:
Hardware elements added on to the basic 


computer eg. printer, modem, scanner.

PRINTER:

Prints out information or data from the 


computer onto paper.

PROGRAMME:
List of instructions telling the computer 


what to do.

PROGRAMMER:
Person who writes programmes for the 


computer.

RAM:


Random Access Memory. This is a 



temporary memory containing material 


which is lost when the computer is 



switched off.

SOFTWARE:
Programmes the computer uses to “do” 


things.

TERMINAL:

Machine which can link into a computer 


network.

VDU:


This is the Visual Display Unit - another 


name for the monitor.

VIRUS/BUG:

Mistake in a programme.

WINDOW:

Whatever is on screen at any particular 


time.

WP:


Word Processor. Computer system 



designed to handle words. It is more 



flexible and faster than a typewriter.
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