Drama Structure

This gives an example of a structure for a drama lesson which could be adapted for many different situations.
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Bolton (1984)

Example

1. Children are shown a photograph of a group of people travelling on the Oregon Trail

2. Discussion on why people might take such a dangerous journey

3. In Pairs, A assumes the role of a person in the photograph and tells B why he/she is going on the journey

4. B reports back to the rest of the class/group what he/she has heard

5. Class Improvisation – the class takes on the role of a community hearing about their wonderful future if they will leave their homes and go on the trail
The above exercise would easily lend itself to “Teacher-in-role” where the teacher could take on a role in the class improvisation.
The exercise also gives opportunities for integration with other subjects, history and visual arts being obvious examples.
1. Picture (Non-Drama)





2. Discussion (Non-Drama)





3. Exercise (Drama)





4. Reporting (Non-Drama)





5. Class Improvisation (Drama)
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