COLOUR THEORY

Colour Wheel
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Primary Colours
Blue
Red

Yellow

Secondary Colours

These are got by mixing any two of the primary colours.

Blue + Red = Purple

Blue + Yellow = Green

Red + Yellow = Orange

Complimentary Colours

Colours opposite each other on the colour wheel are said to be complimentary. (i.e. they go well together) Complimentary colours are a primary colour and a secondary colour.
Purple and Yellow

Red and Green

Blue and Orange

Tints and Shades
Black

White

By adding black to another colour it is darkened.

By adding white to another colour it is lightened.

Warm Colours

These are warm colours because they remind us of things like the sun or fire.

Red

Yellow
Orange

Cool Colours

These are cool colours because they remind us of things like a cool forest or lake or sea water.

Blue
Purple

Green

Violet

Neutral Colours

Neutral colours or earth tones are not seen on most colour wheels. Black, grey, whites are neutral. Browns, beiges and tans are sometimes neutral too. Neutral colours can be made by mixing: 

· black and white 

· complementary colours 

· all three primaries together (plus some black or white) 
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