THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

COLONIES:

From the early 1600’s groups of people from Britain settled in America where they founded colonies. The British parliament passed many trade laws which helped Britain to benefit from the colonies. The colonies were forbidden to produce goods which were produced in Britain. They were allowed to import goods only from Britain. This angered many colonists as they also had to pay many taxes to the British parliament.

THE BOSTON TEA PARTY

In 1773 the British East India Company was given the sole right to sell tea to the colonies. When a shipload of tea arrived in Boston some colonists boarded the ship and dumped the cargo into the harbour. This became known as the Boston Tea Party. 

After this many Americans demanded a complete break from Britain. The colonists organised their own army and fighting began in 1775.

THE BILL OF RIGHTS:

On July 4th 1776, the leaders of the colonists passed a Bill of Rights. This bill declared their belief in equality for all and their right to fight for “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness”. This later became known as the American Declaration of Independence. The British finally surrendered to General George Washington at Yorktown in 1781
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