JUNE 1st
1968: Helen Keller dies

American educator Helen Keller dies at the age of 87. In infancy, scarlet fever left her blind, deaf, and mute. Her parents appealed to the inventor Alexander Graham Bell for help, and he referred them to a semi-blind teacher, Anne Sullivan, who taught Helen to communicate by touch. She later learned how to read by the Braille system and, in one month in 1890, how to speak. She graduated cum laude from Radcliffe College and gained international recognition as a writer, teacher, and lecturer. Her lecture tours took her several times around the world, and she did much to remove the stigmas and ignorance surrounding sight and hearing disorders, which historically resulted in the committal of the blind and deaf in asylums.

1946

Britain introduces television licences. The cost: £2 each.

1938

First appearance of Superman in an American comic.

1935

Britain introduces the compulsory wearing of 'L' plates for learner drivers.

1929

Eruption of Mount Vesuvius in south eastern Italy, overlooking the Bay of Naples. Lava from the earliest recorded eruption, 79AD, buried several Roman cities including Pompeii. 

1915

World War I: the first German Zeppelin airship bombing raid on London.

JUNE 2nd
1997

Timothy McVeigh is found guilty of planting the bomb at the federal building in Oklahoma City, USA in 1995 which killed 168 people when it exploded.

1994

25 senior intelligence officers, involved in counter terrorism in Northern Ireland, are killed when their Chinook helicopter crashes on the Mull of Kintyre in Scotland.

1985

Union of European Football Associations (UEFA) announce an indefinite ban on English football clubs from taking part in any of the European competitions after continued hooliganism by their fans when travelling abroad.

1979

Polish-born Pope John Paul II arrives in Poland - the first visit by a Pope to a Communist country.

1953

Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II at Westminster Abbey in London. The first British coronation to be televised.

1946

Italy abolishes its monarchy and proclaims itself a republic.

1938

1896

Scientist and inventor Guglielmo Marconi patents broadcasting by electromagnetic waves.

JUNE 3rd
1996

High Court in Britain awards $1.2million compensation to a total of 14 police officers traumatised by the 1989 Hillsborough football stadium disaster when more than 70 fans are killed in a crush during an FA Cup semi-final between Liverpool and Nottingham Forest.

1994

Argentinian footballer Diego Maradona is withdrawn from the World Cup squad because of allegations of drug-taking.

1978

Guiness Book of Records enters the record books as the most-stolen book from British libraries. 

1946

General Juan Peron becomes President of Argentina. 

1942

World War II: The Battle of Midway between American and Japanese aircraft carriers in the Pacific Ocean.

1940

World War II: Completion of Operation Dynamo - the evacuation of more than 350,000 British and French troops from the beaches of Dunkirk.

1927

First Ryder Cup golf match between the United States and Great Britain at Worcester, Massachussets, USA. The United States wins by seven points.

1894

In London, the opening of Tower Bridge over the River Thames.

1876

The game of Lacrosse is introduced into Britain from Montreal in Canada. 

JUNE 4th
1940: Dunkirk evacuation ends

On this day, the last Allied troops in Europe evacuate Dunkirk as the Germans arrive. After the capitulation of Belgium's King Leopold II and the fall of the Netherlands, the Allied defense of Western Europe became untenable. Hundreds of thousands of British and French troops raced to Dunkirk on the Belgium coast, where a massive naval evacuation was promptly improvised. All available boats, including small fishing vessels, were pressed into service. The 10-day evacuation, the largest of its kind in history, saved 338,000 Allied troops from capture by the Nazis. On June 4, 1940, the Germans closed in on Dunkirk, capturing 40,000 Allied troops who had arrived too late to reach the safety of the British isle.

1996

Europe's most powerful space rocket, the Ariane 5, which cost £500million to build, blows up just 45 seconds into its maiden flight.

1989

An estimated 2,000 die in Tiananmen Square in Peking when Chinese troops open fire on unarmed student protestors who had occupied the area for several days.

1977

Scottish football fans cause at least £15,000 damage by breaking the goals and digging up the pitch at Wembley after Scotland beat England 2-1.

1944

World War II: Allied troops liberate the Italian capital, Rome. 

1913

British suffragette Emily Wilding Davison is trampled to death at Tattenham Corner on the Epsom racecourse during the running of the 1913 Derby. She dies under the hooves of the King's horse, Anmer.

1805

In Britain, the first official Trooping The Colour takes place at Horse Guards Parade in London.

JUNE 5th

1989

In Poland, Solidarity defeats the Communists’ in the first free elections in the country since the end of World War II. 

1968

American Senator Bobby Kennedy, brother of former US President John F Kennedy who was assassinated in Dallas, Texas in 1963, is shot dead 

1944

World War II: A cafe in the French town of Benouville is the first place to be liberated from German occupation when British paratroopers seize control of a vital canal bridge in advance of the main Allied D-Day landings in Normandy the following morning on June 6th.

1916

World War I: British General Lord Kitchener drowns when HMS Hampshire hits a mine off the Orkney Islands during a storm and sinks en route to Russia. There are no survivors.

JUNE 6th
1944: D-Day invasion

The long-awaited Anglo-American invasion of Nazi Europe begins just after midnight on June 6, 1944, as the first wave of U.S., British, and Canadian paratroopers plunge into the darkness over Normandy. It was the largest combined sea, air, and land military operation in history, with the participation of 3 million men, 13,000 aircraft, and 6,000 ships. At daybreak, a heavy bombardment of the French coast ended as 135,000 Allied troops stormed ashore at five landing sites. Despite the formidable German coastal defenses, beachheads were achieved at all five locations. At Omaha Beach, German resistance was especially fierce, and the position was only secured after hours of bloody fighting by the Americans assigned to it. By the evening, 150,000 troops were ashore, and the Allies held roughly 80 square miles.

1989

Funeral of Iranian leader Ayatollah Khomeini.

1962

Unknown British group The Beatles play at an audition for EMI record producer George Martin.

1944

World War II: D- Day. The beginning of the Allied invasion of German-held Europe with troop landings on beaches in Normandy, France at dawn.

1933

Opening of world's first Drive-In movie in new Jersey with room for 400 cars.

1683

World's first public museum, the Ashmolean, is opened by Elias Ashmole in Oxford. Exhibits include stuffed animals and a Dodo.

JUNE 7th
1942: Japan defeated at Midway

The Battle of Midway ends as the United States reverses the tide against the previously invincible Japanese navy. A thousand miles northwest of Honolulu, the strategic island of Midway became a target for Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto's Japanese fleet. As with Pearl Harbor, Yamamoto planned a surprise assault, but this time U.S. naval intelligence had decoded Japanese messages and the United States was prepared for the attack. An outnumbered squadron of American fighters repulsed a large force of Japanese aircraft attacking Midway, and two U.S. attack fleets surprised the Japanese fleet, destroying all four of Yamamoto's aircraft carriers and thus signaling the beginning of the end of Japanese hegemony in the Pacific.

1966

In America, the Republican Pary nominates former actor Ronald Reagan as their candidate for the Governorship of California.

1942

World War II: End of the Battle of Midway in the Pacific with a victory for the United States against the Japanese. 

1942

Publication of the first Superman comic.

1906

In Glasgow, Cunard launches the Lusitania - the world's fastest and largest liner.

JUNE 8th
1994

United States President Bill Clinton receives an honorary Oxford University degree.

1942

World War II: Japanese submarines fire at the Australian city of Sydney.

1924

The last sighting of English climber George Mallory - seen 800 feet from the summit of Mount Everest during his third attempt to become the first man to conquer the world's highest mountain.

1915

World War I: Allied troops capture the town of Neuville in France from the Germans.

JUNE 9th
1991

Americans begin the evacuation of Clark Air Base in the Philippines as Mount Pinatubo begins erupting for the first time in several hundred years.

1991

In Britain, the completion of the £100m Dartford Bridge over the River Thames in East London

1959

Launch of USS George Washington - the first submarine to be armed with ballistic missiles.

1940

World War II: Surrender of the Norwegian Army to Germany. 

1934

First appearance of the Walt Disney character, Donald Duck, in the cartoon The Little Wise Hen.

1904

In Britain, musicians who have left the Henry Wood Orchestra after a disagreement, form the London Symphony Orchestra.

1898

Hong Kong is leased to Britain from China for 99 years.

1870

Death of English novelist Charles Dickens following a brain haemorrhage.

68

Roman Emperor Claudius Nero commits suicide aged 31 after the Roman Senate declares him to be a public enemy.

JUNE 10th
1946

A referendum in Italy votes for the country to become a republic. King Umberto steps down three days later.

1942

World War II: German troops deliberately demolish the entire Czech village of Lidice and kill all the inhabitants in reprisal for the assassination of Nazi leader Reinhard Heydrich, protector of Bohemia and Moravia, who had been shot by Czech resistance fighters.

1940

World War II: Italy officially declares war on Britain and France. 

1909

First recorded use of the new emergency signal, SOS. The signal, which replaced CQD in 1906, was sent by Cunard liner SS Slavonia sinking in the Azores.

1865

In Munich, the first public performance of Wagner's opera Tristan and Isolde. 

1793

In Paris, the opening of the world's first public zoo - the Jardin des Plantes.

JUNE 11th
1965

All four members of the British group The Beatles, are awarded OBEs in Queen Elizabeth II's birthday honours list. 

JUNE 12th
1994

In a referendum, Austria decides to join the European Community. 

1991

Boris Yeltsin is elected President of the Russian Republic.

1900

The second German Naval Act proposes a German fleet of 38 battleships to be built within the next 20 years.

1897

Swiss cutlery-maker Carl Elsener patents his penknife as a 'useful pocket tool' - later to become known as the Swiss Army Knife.

1839

Abner Doubleday is credited with inventing the game of baseball by drawing up the official rules in Cooperstown, New York - now the site of the United States National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum.

1798

French leader Napoleon 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Bonaparte/m0003204.html?from=hotlink" Bonaparte captures the Mediterranean island of Malta at the start of his expedition to conquer Egypt. 

1667

The world's first successful blood transfusion is carried out by Jean-Baptiste Denys, personal physician to King Louis XIV of France - transferring sheep's blood into a 15 year old boy.

JUNE 13th
232BC: Alexander the Great dies

Alexander the Great, the young Macedonian military genius who forged an empire that stretched from the eastern Mediterranean to India, dies in Babylon at the age of 33. The son of King Philip II of Macedonia, Alexander received a classical education from famed philosopher Aristotle. At the age of 16, he led his first troops into battle. In 336 B.C., Alexander ascended to the throne upon his father's assassination and two years later set off to conquer the world. In all his great campaigns, he never lost a single battle. Within his empire, he founded lasting cities, such as Alexandria in Egypt, and brought about sweeping changes based on Greek models. During the return from an eastern campaign, he fell sick with a fever and died. He had not selected a successor, and his giant empire rapidly broke apart.

1997

In America, Oklahoma bomber Timothy McVeigh is sentenced to death by lethal injection.

1990

Beginning of the official demolition of the Berlin Wall.

1989

The wreck of the German 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/World_War_II/m0005387.html?from=hotlink" World War II 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/battleship/m0014611.html?from=hotlink" battleship 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Bismarck/m0045110.html?from=hotlink" Bismarck, which sank in 1941, is found on the floor of the Atlantic ocean approximately 600 miles west of the French port of Brest.

1944

World War II: the first German V1 flying bomb, or 'doodlebug' lands in Britain - killing three people in a house in the coastal city of Southampton.

1950

Blind American singer Stevie Wonder - born Steveland Judkins Morris.

1914

American heavyweight boxing champion Joe 'Brown Bomber' Louis, in Alabama, USA.

1907

British novelist Daphne Du Maurier (Lady Browning) granddaughter of novelist George Browning. Author of 'Rebecca'.

1882

French painter Georges Braque. Works closely with artist Pablo Picasso, to form the Cubism Movement of art.

1842

English composer Sir Arthur Sullivan - linked with W.S Gilbert to produce a series of operettas including ' The Mikado', 'The Pirates of Penzance' and 'The Gondoliers' .

1767

King John VI of Portugal born.

1717

Maria Theresa, Empress of Austria and Queen of Hungary, born in Vienna.

1999

Pulitzer Prize winning US journalist Meg Greenfield, dies aged 68.

1999

Saudi Arabia's top religious leader, Grand Mufti Sheikh Abdul-Aziz bin Baz.

1961

American film star Gary Cooper, double Oscar winner.

1930

Fridtjof Nansen, Norweigan arctic explorer and diplomat. Headed Norway's team at the League of Nations and won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1922

1884

Cyrus Hall McCormick, U.S industrialist and inventor. Generally credited with the development of the mechanical harvester.

1835

Architect John Nash who designed the layout for Regent's Park and Trafalgar Square in London.

1619

Johan van Oldenbarnevelt, statesman and founding father of the Netherlands, is executed by Prince Maurice of Nassau on a charge of subverting religion. 

JUNE 14th
1789: Bounty survivors reach land

English Captain William Bligh and 18 others, cast adrift from the H.M.S. Bounty, reach Timor after traveling nearly 4,000 miles in a small, open boat. The Bounty was sailing from Tahiti when crew members mutinied. The unpopular captain and his supporters were set adrift, and only by remarkable seamanship did they survive a perilous seven-week journey. Meanwhile, the Bounty sailed back to Tahiti, and then on to unpopulated Pitcairn Island, where the mutineers and a group of Tahitians founded a colony. The colony suffered through a decade of turmoil, and most of the original men were killed. The Tahitian women had given birth to children, however, and Pitcairn's population soon reached a healthy level. Their descendants still live on the island today.

1971

In America, the New York Times begins printing extracts from top secret Pentagon papers covering the Vietnam War.

1940

World War II: German troops enter Paris. 

1900

Hawaiian Islands become United States' territory.

1800

Napoleon Bonaparte's French Army defeats the Austrians at the Battle of Marengo in Northern Italy and re-conquers Italy. 

1789

Whisky distilled from maize is first produced by American clergyman the Rev Elijah Craig. Its named Bourbon because Rev Craig lived in Bourbon County, Kentucky.

1777

In America, Congress adopts the Stars and Stripes as its official flag.

JUNE 15th

1215: Magna Carta sealed

Following a revolt by the English nobility against his rule, King John agrees to put his royal seal on the Magna Carta, or Great Charter. The document, essentially a peace treaty between John and his barons, guaranteed the nobles their feudal privileges and promised to maintain the nation's laws. The Magna Carta also called for fair and equal treatment of the nobles in legal cases, a major infringement on the king's traditional authority. Although King John soon revoked the Magna Carta, it is regarded as a groundbreaking political document that helped lay the foundation for modern democratic England.

1998

Britain introduces a £2 coin. 

1982

In the Football World Cup, Hungary defeated El Salvador by 10 goals to 1 - a world cup record for the biggest victory margin

1934

In Venice, the first meeting between German leader Adolf Hitler and Italian Fascist dictator Benito Mussolini.

1910

British explorer Captain Robert Scott begins his ill-fated expedition to reach the South Pole. 

1775

US Congress elects George Washington to be General and Commander in Chief of the Army of the United Colonies.

1520

Pope Leo X excommunicates religious reformer Martin Luther. 

JUNE 16th
1963: First woman in space

On June 16, 1963, aboard Vostok 6, Russian Valentina Tereshkova becomes the first woman to fly in space. From her capsule, the 26-year-old cosmonaut reported that all was going well to a Soviet television audience. After 48 orbits and 71 hours, she returned to Earth, having spent more time in space than all U.S. astronauts combined to that date. In November 1963, she captured the public's fancy by marrying another cosmonaut, Andrian Nikolayev. The world's first space couple performed a number of goodwill visits to other nations in later years. The United States did not send a woman into space until twenty years later.

1992

US President George Bush and Russian President Boris Yeltsin meet in Washington - and produce an agreement for each country to cut its' strategic weapons arsenals by almost two-thirds by the year 2003.

1972

In America, security guards arrest five burglars inside the Democratic Party headquarters at the Watergate building in Washington DC.

1903

American car manufacturer Henry Ford forms the Ford Motor Company.

1824

In Britain, the founding of the RSPCA - the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

JUNE 17th
1940: France to surrender

With Paris fallen to Germany, Marshal Henri Pétain, the new French leader, announces his intention to sign an armistice with the Nazis. Signed on June 22, the armistice authorized the occupation of more than half of France by Germany. In July, Pétain took office as chief of state at Vichy, a city in unoccupied France. Under Pétain, and later Pierre Laval, the Vichy government collaborated fully with the Nazis, arresting Jews and French resistance fighters and shipping them off to Nazi concentration camps. After the Normandy invasion in 1944, Pétain and Laval were forced to flee to German protection in the east. Both were eventually captured, found guilty of high treason, and sentenced to die. Laval was executed in 1945 but provincial French leader Charles de Gaulle commuted Pétain's sentence to life imprisonment. Pétain died on the Île d'Yeu off France in 1951.

1994

Start of football's World Cup Finals in the United States of America with an opening ceremony which included President Bill Clinton; television celebrity Oprah Winfrey and international singer Diana Ross.

1928

Amelia Earhart becomes the first woman to fly across the Atlantic.

JUNE 18th
1815: Napoleon defeated at Waterloo

On this day, Napoleon Bonaparte suffers defeat at the hands of the Duke of Wellington, bringing an end to the Napoleonic era of European history. Forced to abdicate as French emperor in 1814, Napoleon escaped from a brief exile on the island of Elba in 1815 to France, where he raised a new Grand Army. For the next 100 days, Napoleon, once regarded as an invincible military commander, again enjoyed success on the battlefields of Europe. However, on June 18, 1815, at the Battle of Waterloo in Belgium, he suffered his last defeat against an allied force under Wellington. Soon after, Napoleon was arrested and exiled to the island of St. Helena, where he died six years later.

1963

British heavyweight champion Henry Cooper comes close to becoming world champion - knocking Cassius Clay (later Mohammed Ali) to the floor at the end of the fourth round of their world championship bout at Wembley Stadium, London. Clay wins the fight in Round Six when the referee decides the cut above Cooper' eye is too bad for the fight to continue.

1935

Germany signs a treaty with Britain limiting the size of the German fleet to 35 percent that of the Royal Navy. 

1817

In London, the opening of Waterloo Bridge across the River Thames – originally Strand Bridge but re-named in honour of the British victory at Waterloo in 1815.

JUNE 19th
1944

World War II: Battle of the Philippines Sea between US and Japanese fleets near the island of Saipan. 

1910

In Germany, the launch of the first Zeppelin (airship) airliner. It crashes a week later.

1885

In America, the Statue of Liberty, a gift from France, arrives in New York.

1846

In America, the first official game of baseball is played at Hoboken, New Jersey.

1829

Founding of the Metropolitan Police Force in London by British Home Secretary Sir Robert Peel. 

JUNE 20th
1975

The film 'Jaws' goes on general release throughout the United States of America. 

1960

American Floyd Patterson becomes the first boxer to regain the world heavyweight championship - knocking out Sweden's Ingemar Johansson in New York.

JUNE 21st
1990

An estimated 100,000 are killed in northern Iran following an earthquake measuring 7.5 on the Richter Scale.

1945

World War II: Japanese forces on the Pacific island of Okinawa surrender to American troops.

1793

British forces commanded by Lord Lake defeat Irish rebels at the Battle of Vinegar Hill - bringing an end to the Irish Rebellion.

1675

Laying of the foundation stone of the new St Paul's Cathedral in London designed by Sir Christopher Wren. The site faces that of the church destroyed in the Great Fire of London in 1666.

JUNE 22nd

1937: Louis becomes champ

Joe Louis wastes few punches and fewer words in becoming heavyweight champ by knocking out Jim Braddock on June 22, 1937. Louis was the first African-American heavyweight champion in 22 years and had been denied earlier title shots because of his race. Already a hero to African-Americans everywhere, he became a hero to all Americans when he defeated former champion Max Schmeling exactly one year after beating Braddock. Nazis had hailed the German Schmeling as the ideal Aryan specimen, and Louis's victory over him was celebrated across the United States. His was the longest heavyweight reign in history: he won 25 title fights over nearly 12 years.

1990

Freed South African ANC leader Nelson Mandela addresses the United Nations during a trip to New York.
1986

The 'Hand of God' football match. England are beaten 2-1 by Argentina in the quarter-finals of the World Cup in Mexico. Both Argentine goals are scored by Diego Maradona - the first with the deliberate use of his hand which went unseen by the referee. It was the first match between the two countries since the Falklands War in 1982.

1941

World War II: The beginning of Operation Barbarossa - the German invasion of Russia.

1940

World War II: France capitulates and accepts the armistice terms proposed by Germany. 

JUNE 23rd

1611: Hudson set adrift by mutineers

After spending a winter trapped in North America's Hudson Bay, the starving crew of the Discovery mutiny against their captain, English navigator Henry Hudson, and set him and eight others adrift in an open boat. They were never seen again. In four expeditions to the New World, Hudson explored much of North America's coast, including Hudson Bay, the Hudson River, and the Hudson Strait, which were all named after him. After leaving him to drift in Arctic waters, the crew of the Discovery eventually returned to England, where they were arrested for mutiny. 

1939

Government of Eire declares membership of the IRA (Irish Republican Army) to be illegal.

1872

The world's first practical typewriter is patented by Christopher Sholes in Milwaukee, USA with keys laid out in alphabetical order.

1611

English navigator and explorer Henry Hudson, along with eight other members of his crew, are cast adrift by mutineers and never seen again.

JUNE 24th
1901: Picasso exhibited in Paris

On June 24, 1901, Pablo Picasso shows his paintings for the first time in Paris at a gallery on the prestigious rue Lafitte. The 19-year-old Spanish artist was at the time a relative unknown outside of Barcelona, but he had already produced hundreds of paintings. Today, his life's work could fill an entire museum and offers histories on a variety of art movements. For most of his creative career, Picasso seemed more interested in creating form than in imitating it, but his first Paris exhibition offered moody, representational paintings by a young artist with obvious talent. Once described as a millionaire with a castle and a communist party card, Picasso refused to slow down until his death at age 91.

1947

The world hears the first stories of 'flying saucers' when American pilot Kenneth Arnold reports seeing 9 disc-shaped objects in the sky near Mount Rainier in Washington, USA.

JUNE 25th
1950: Korean War begins

On June 25, 1950, nearly 100,000 North Korean troops storm across the 38th parallel, overwhelming the border's South Korean defenders. Two days later, U.S. President Harry Truman announced that the United States would intervene in the conflict, and on June 28, the United Nations approved the use of force against communist North Korea. In the opening months of the war, the U.S.-led U.N. forces rapidly advanced against the North Koreans, but in October, Chinese communist troops entered the fray, throwing 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Allies_the/m0002845.html?from=hotlink" the Allies into a general retreat. In 1953, a peace agreement was signed, ending the war and reestablishing the 1945 division of Korea that still exists today. U.N. and South Korean forces suffered some 500,000 casualties in the Korean War, while communist losses were at least three times that.

1973

Former White House lawyer 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Dean_John_1926/m0082216.html?from=hotlink" John Dean III accuses President Richard Nixon of involvement in the cover up of the Watergate break-in.

1954

The highest-scoring match in the final stages of football's World Cup occurs in the quarter-finals of the competition in Lausanne when host nation Switzerland are beaten 7-5 by Austria.
1945

Official founding of the United Nations organisation.

1891

The first episode of an Arthur Conan Doyle novel involving fictional detective Sherlock Holmes is printed in the Strand Magazine in London.

1876

Custer's Last Stand. George Armstrong Custer, commander of the 7th US Cavalry and 260 troopers are killed by Sioux Indians, led by Crazy Horse, at the Battle of Little Big Horn in Montana.

1797

English Admiral Horatio Nelson is shot and wounded in the right arm and has it amputated later in the day.

JUNE 26th
1945: U.N. Charter signed

Delegates from nations around the world sign the United Nations Charter on June 26, 1945. Even before celebrations for the end of World War II in Europe commenced, delegates from 51 nations began a 63-day conference in San Francisco to establish the United Nations, an organization designed to help ensure future world peace. The United States proposed establishing the world body in 1942, and the groundwork was laid at an Allied conference held in Washington in 1944. In April 1945, the international conference convened in California, culminating in the signing of the Charter. The first meeting of the U.N. General Assembly occurred in London early the next year.

1284

The day, according to legend, when the 'Pied Piper' re-appeared in the German town of Hamelin. After ridding the town of rats the townspeople refused to pay him. So he began playing his pipe and 130 children from the town followed him into a cave in Koppenburg Mountain which he then sealed.

JUNE 27th

1941

World War II: Hungary declares war on Russia.

1940

World War II: Russia invades Romania - the Romanian 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/appeal/m0033843.html?from=hotlink" appeal to Germany for assistance is ignored.

JUNE 28th
1919: Keynes predicts economic chaos

On June 28, 1919, the day that the Treaty of Versailles is signed in Paris, John Maynard Keynes warns that the war reparations imposed on Germany in the punitive agreement would cause worldwide economic havoc. When catastrophic German 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/inflation/m0006130.html?from=hotlink" inflation and a world depression proved him right, Keynes advocated government spending to create employment. A brilliant economist, the eventual establishment of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank owed much to his ideas.

1919

Germany and the Allies sign the Peace Treaty of Versailles - officially ending the First World War. 

1682

Champagne is invented by Dom Perignon - a blind Benedictine cellerman at Hautevilliers Abbey.

1928

English journalist Harold Evans.

1926

American comedian and film director Mel Brookes.

1902

American songwriter Richard Rodgers. 

1902

US bank robber John Dillinger - declared Public Enemy Number One.

1491

Birth of King Henry VIII of England.

1976

British actor Stanley Baker aged 49.

1958

British poet and writer Alfred Noyes. 

1914

Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian throne and his wife, Sophie, are assassinated in the Bosnian town of Sarajevo by terrorist Gavrillo Princip.

1836

James Madison, 4th President of the United States of America (1809-1817).

JUNE 29th
1941: Germans advance in Russia

One week after launching a massive invasion of the USSR, Nazi divisions make staggering advances on Leningrad, Moscow, and Kiev. Soviet leader Joseph Stalin had ignored warnings that Adolf Hitler would betray the 1939 Nazi-Soviet non-aggression pact, and in the first months of their invasion the Germans seized over 500,000 square miles of Soviet territory. However, the tenacity of the Red Army and the severity of the Russian winter had yet to be experienced by the Germans--they would eventually prove insurmountable.

1997

American heavyweight boxer Mike Tyson is disqualified from the ring for biting off part of the ear of Evander Holyfield in the third round of their fight in Las Vegas.

1895

Laying of the Foundation Stone for Westminster Cathedral in London.

1868

Formation of the Press Association in London - the UK's first national news agency. 

1855

Publication of the first edition of the Daily Telegraph newspaper.

1975

Spice girl Melanie Janine Brown born in Leeds, England.

1949

British musician Francis Rossi.

1939

British actress Nanette Newman.

1917

US President John F Kennedy. President of the United States 1961-1963.

1903

American comedian Bob Hope is born in Eltham, South London - real name Leslie Townes Hope. Emigrates to America when he is aged 4.

1894

Austrian film director 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Joseph/m0009188.html?from=hotlink" Joseph von Sternberg -who encourages the career of Marlene Dietrich in films such as Morocco; Shanghai Express and The Blue Angel.

1630

Charles Stuart, son of King Charles I of England. Becomes King Charles II in 1660 when the British monarchy is restored to the throne - 11 years after his father was beheaded by Oliver Cromwell. 

1994

Former East German ruler Erich Honecker dies in exile in Chile aged 81.

1979

American silent screen actress Mary Pickford aged 86.

1942

American actor 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Barrymore_John_18821942/m0074244.html?from=hotlink" John Barrymore aged 60.

1911

Sir William Gilbert, librettist of the Gilbert and Sulivan operas dies after rescuing a woman from drowning in a garden pond.

1814

Empress Josephine of France - wife of Napoleon 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Bonaparte/m0003204.html?from=hotlink" Bonaparte. 

1976

American tennis player Jennifer Capriati.

1965

Australian model Elle ('the body') Macpherson.

1943

Comic actor Eric Idle, a member of the internationally acclaimed comedy team : Monty Python's Flying Circus.

1943

Composer Vangelis.

1943

Former British Conservative Prime Minister John Major

1943

British actress Julie Goodyear.

1914

British journalist Chapman Pincher

1905

British artist Edward John Burra. . 

1902

British composer William Walton. Writes the film score for Hamlet (1947).

1981

Dr Eric Williams, aged 69, Prime Minister of Trinidad & Tobago.

1912

British explorer Captain Robert Falcon Scott dies in Antarctica along with the rest of his small party while returning from the South Pole.

JUNE 30th
1520: Aztecs revolt against Cortes

Faced with an Aztec rebellion against his rule, Spanish conquistador Hernando Cortes fights his way out of Tenochtitlan at heavy cost. Aztec Emperor Montezuma II was killed in the fighting, and a vessel carrying Aztec treasure and Spanish soldiers was lost in Lake Texcoco. In 1521, Cortes returned to Tenochtitlan, the seat of the Aztec Empire, and after a three-month siege the city fell. Cuauhtemoc, the new Aztec emperor, was taken prisoner and later executed. His death marked the end of the Aztec Empire. On the ruins of Tenochtitlan, the Mexicans would later build Mexico City.

1997

Britain hands Hong Kong back to China when the original 99 year lease expires.

1960

In New York, the film premiere of the latest Alfred Hitchcock thriller 'Psycho'.

1946

The United States tests its atomic bomb at Bikini Atoll in the Pacific Ocean.

1940

World War II: German troops occupy the Channel Islands.

1936

Publication of Margaret Mitchell's novel: Gone With The Wind.

1934

In Germany, the 'Night of the Long Knives' when several hundred members of the SA and other senior members of the Nazi Party are killed by the SS on the orders of Adolf Hitler for allegedly being involved in a plot to assassinate him.

1894

In London, the official opening of Tower Bridge to traffic by the Prince of Wales.

1859

Tightrope walker Blondin crosses Niagra Falls from the United States into Canada in eight minutes - walking across a 1,100 foot rope suspended 160 feet above the water.

1965

American actress Brooke Shields.

1961

British comedian Harry Enfield.

1939

Archbishop of Canterbury special envoy Terry Waite - is held captive in Beirut for almost five years.

1938

American musician Peter Yarrow - a member of the group, Peter,Paul and Mary during the 1960s.

1930

American actor Clint Eastwood.

1923

Prince Ranier of Monaco. 

1910

Elizabeth Blackwell, Britain's first woman doctor of medicine, born in Hastings.

1872

English illustrator and cartoonist William Heath Robinson.

1863

British journalist and explorer Franis Younghusband.

1996

Harvard Professor Timothy Leary, who urged the American youth of the 1960s to take the drug LSD and turn on, tune in and drop out dies of cancer aged 75.

1982

Former heavyweight boxing champion Jack Dempsey, aged 86.

1837

English circus clown Joseph Grimaldi.

1809

Austrian composer Franz Joseph Haydn dies in Vienna.

1740

Frederick William I, King of Prussia. Succeeded by his son Frederick the Great.

1594

Italian artist Tintoretto. Works included The Last Judgement and The Last Supper. 

