MARCH 1st
1978

The coffin of comedy film star Charlie Chaplin is stolen from a Swiss cemetery three months after his funeral. It is found several miles away on May 17.

1966

Britain changes over to decimal coinage.

1940

Vivien Leigh wins the Best Actress Award for her role as Scarlett O'Hara in the film 'Gone With the Wind'.

1921

Jules Rimet becomes President of FIFA - the world governing body of football.

1913

International Lawn Tennis Federation , the governing body of world tennis, founded in Paris with representatives from 13 countries.

1912

US Army captain Albert Berry becomes the first man to parachute from an aeroplane.

1880

Pennsylvania becomes the first American state to abolish slavery.

1815

Napoleon Bonaparte lands in France after escaping from exile - forcing King Louis XVIII of France to flee from Paris.

MARCH 2nd
1995

Missing financial trader Nick Leeson is detained by police in Frankfurt in connection with the collapse of Barings Bank.

1986

Queen Elizabeth II signs Australian Bill in Canberra - formally severing any Australian constitutional ties with Britain.

1972

US spacecraft Pioneer 10 is launched on a mission to explore Jupiter.

1969

The world's first supersonic airliner, 'Concorde,' has its first test flight from Toulouse in France.

1965

The film The Sound of Music goes on general release in the United States of America.

1958

A British team, led by explorer Vivian Fuchs, completes the first crossing of the Antarctic covering 2,158 miles in 99 days.

1949

Capt. James Callagher and the 13 man crew of the USAF plane Lucky Lady II complete the first non stop round the world flight - taking 94 hours and including in-flight refuelling.

1882

Queen Victoria survives an assassination attempt at Windsor.

1776

US Marines fight their first battle, capturing a British fort in the Bahamas during the American War of Independence.

MARCH 3rd
1963

US Government announces that its project of landing men on the Moon will be followed by establishing a large manned laboratory orbiting the Earth.

1934

Largest English football crowd outside of Wembley .84,569 watch the game between Manchester United v Stoke City.

1931

The US Congress adopts the Star Spangled Banner, written by Francis Scott Key, as the American national anthem.

1924

Germany signs treaty of friendship with Turkey.

1875

First performance of Biset's opera Carmen in Paris. 

1845

Florida becomes the 27th state of America.

1802

Beethoven's Moonlight Sonata is first published.

MARCH 4th
1997

In London, the match-fixing trial of footballers Bruce Grobbelar, John Fashanu and Hans Segers ends in deadlock with the jury failing to reach verdicts.

1975

Comedy film star Charlie Chaplin receives a knighthood from Queen Elizabeth II.

1969

London gangster twins Ron and Reggie Kray are sentenced to life imprisonment.

1950

US Premiere of Walt Disney's animation film 'Cinderella' .

1945

In Britain, Princess Elizabeth joins the British Army as a driver.

1924

The song 'Happy Birthday To You' is published by Clayton F Summy.

1789

The first congress of the United States held in New York.

1933: FDR inaugurated

On March 4, 1933, at the height of the Great Depression, Franklin Delano Roosevelt is inaugurated as the 32nd president of the United States. In his inaugural address, Roosevelt outlined his New Deal--an expansion of the U.S. federal government as an instrument of employment opportunity and welfare--and famously asserted that the only thing that Americans had to fear was fear itself. Although criticized by some in the business community, Roosevelt's progressive legislation improved America's economic climate, and in 1936 he swept to reelection. He won re-election two more times, in 1940 and 1944, making him the longest-serving U.S. president in history.

MARCH 5th
1998

Scientists at NASA announce they have found water hidden as ice beneath the surface of the Moon - which could help to sustain human life.

1960

American rock 'n roll star Elvis Presley is discharged from the US Army.

1946

Former British Prime Minister Winston Churchill coins the phrase ' The Iron Curtain' for the dividing line between the Russian dominated Eastern Europe and Western Europe.

1936

In Britain, the maiden flight of the Spitfire fighter plane

1933

The Nazi Party wins almost half the seats in the German election.

1918

Moscow is declared capital of Russia in place of Petrograd.

1901

Five Irish MPs are thrown out of the House of Commons in London by police for refusing to withdraw from the chamber.

1953: Joseph Stalin dies

Joseph Stalin, leader of the Soviet Union since 1924, dies in Moscow. Stalin, the son of a poor cobbler, joined Vladimir Lenin's revolutionary Bolshevik party in 1903. After 1917, Stalin held important posts in the revolutionary government and in 1924 seized power following Lenin's death. As Soviet leader, Stalin enacted a brutal economic program that killed millions of peasants. In 1934, he purged Soviet society of suspected political opponents, killing thousands. In 1939, the USSR signed a non-aggression pact with Nazi Germany, but it was only honoured by Adolf Hitler for two years. In 1941, Germany invaded, and 22 million Soviets died before the Nazis were finally defeated. After the war, Stalin isolated the USSR and Eastern Europe from the rest of the world. Three years after his death, Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev denounced Stalin at the 20th Party Congress.
MARCH 6th
1475: Michelangelo born

Future painter, sculptor, and architect Michelangelo Buonarroti is born on March 6, 1475. The city of Florence contains many of the early works of the Renaissance master, including his most famous, a gigantic marble statue of the biblical figure David. However, St. Peter's basilica in Rome contains the work for which Michelangelo became most renowned in his later years. In 1508, he began painting epic frescoes on the ceiling and walls of the Sistine Chapel--a project that took him 12 years to finish. The master continued to produce art of astounding beauty until his death at the age of 89.

1997

A lone gunmen steals a £650,000 Picasso from a London art gallery and escapes in a taxi.

1987

The Herald of Free Enterprise ferry capsizes while leaving Zeebrugge Harbour killing 193 passengers.

1944

World War II: US planes from bases in Britain begin daylight bombing raids over Berlin.

1930

In Massachusetts, Clarence Birdseye markets the first frozen foods.

1899

Chemist Felix Hoffman patents the world's most used pain-relief drug, the aspirin.

1836

The Alamo falls to Mexican forces under Santa Anna after a 12 day battle. Frontiersmen Davy Crockett and Jim Bowie are among those killed.

1944

Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, New Zealand operatic soprano.

1922

British comedian Frankie Howerd.

1922

Russian cosmonaut Valentina Nikolayeva Tereshkova - the first woman in space.

1806

Author Elizabeth Barrett Browning.

1475

Italian artist Michaelangelo.

1994

Merlina Mercouri, Greek actress and politician, aged 68.

1967

American singer Nelson Eddy.

1961

English singer, actor and entertainer George Formby.

1951

Welsh composer, playwright and actor Ivor Novello dies in his flat above the Strand Theatre in London.

1930

Admiral Von Tirpitz, German sea commander.

1900

German motor engineer Gottileb Daimler

1888

Author Louisa M.Alcott.

MARCH 7th
1969

Queen Elizabeth II opens the new Victoria Line on London Underground.

1965

America sends the first official combat troops to Vietnam.

1941

World War II: British troops invade Italian-held Ethiopia.

1936

German leader Adolf Hitler continues German expansion by re-occupying the Rhineland.

1918

Bolshevik Party changes its name to the Russian Communist party.

1897

John and Bill Kellogg give their first cornflake cereal to patients at a sanitorium.

MARCH 8th
1965

United States of America lands a further 3,500 marines in South Vietnam.

1957

Ghana is admitted to United Nations.

1950

Russia claims it has produced an atomic bomb. 

1930

Mahatma Gandhi begins the campaign of civil disobedience against British rule in India .

1917

Start of Russian Revolution.

1865

Digging begins to build a canal in the Netherlands to connect Amsterdam with the North Sea.

1790

The French Assembly votes to continue slavery in their colonies.

1765

Britain's House of Lords passes the Stamp Act to tax the American colonies.

1702

Queen Anne succeeds to the throne on the death of William III of England in a riding accident at Hampton Court.

MARCH 9th
1990

East and West German officials begins talks on reunification.

1987

Iran accuses Iraq of using chemical bombs in Gulf war.

1961

Laika becomes the first dog in space when the Russians launch Sputnik 9.

1946

33 football fans are killed when a wall collapses at the Bolton Wanderers ground.

1942

World War II: Japan complete the conquest of the Dutch island of Java in Indonesia.

1932

Eamon de Valera becomes President of the Irish Free State.

1822

Dentist Charles Graham patents false teeth in the USA.

1796

Napoleon Bonaparte marries society beauty Josephine de Beauharnais.

1562

Kissing in public is banned in Naples, contravention being punishable by death.

MARCH 10th
1991

500,000 people rally in Moscow in support of Russian President Boris Yeltsin.

1974

A Japanese soldier is found on Lubanf Island in the Philippines unaware that World War II had ended 29 years earlier.

1969

In America, James Earl Ray pleads guilty to murdering black civil rights leader Martin Luther King and is sentenced to 99 years in jail.

1967

Singer Sandy Shaw releases 'Puppet on a String' which wins the Eurovision Song Contest for Britain.

1956

Test pilot Peter Twiss is the first man to fly at more than 1,000 mph.

1942

World War II: Japanese troops capture Rangoon, Burma.

1919

British Government decides in favour of building a tunnel underneath the English Channel linking England and France.

1910

China abolishes slavery.

1906

The Bakerloo Line on the London Underground is opened.

1886

First Crufts's Dog show in London-organised by Charle Cruft, general manager of a dog biscuit firm.

1883

First electric trams begin running in London.

1876

American inventor Alexander Graham Bell makes the first telephone call.

1862

Britain and France recognise the independence of Zanzibar.

MARCH 11th
1990: Lithuania declares independence

Lithuania becomes the first Soviet republic to proclaim its independence from the USSR. During the medieval period, Lithuania was one of the largest states in Europe, stretching from the Baltic to the Black Sea. In 1795, Lithuania was absorbed into Russia. It briefly regained independence between the world wars but in 1944 was incorporated into the USSR. Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev's liberalization of Soviet society in the 1980s led Lithuania to reassert its identity, and in 1990 formal independence was proclaimed. Moscow sent troops to occupy Vilnius, the Lithuanian capital, but on September 6, 1991, agreed to grant independence as the Soviet Union crumbled.

2004

170 people loose their lives during the Madrid train Bombing.

1988

In Britain, the Bank of England pound note ceases to be legal tender – replaced by a pound coin.

1985

Mikhail Gorbachov becomes Soviet leader.

1945

The Krupps munitions factory in Germany is destroyed during an Allied 1,000 plane daylight bombing raid.

1941

The US Congress passes the Lend -Lease Bill enabling Britain to borrow millions of dollars to buy food and arms needed for World War II. The loan is only to be paid back after the war.

1938

Adolf Hitler continues German expansion by occupying Austria.

1845

Henry Jones invents self-raising flour.

MARCH 12th
1930: Gandhi leads civil disobedience

In his boldest act of civil disobedience against British rule in India to date, Mahatma Gandhi begins a long march to the sea in protest of the British salt tax. Joined by thousands of protesters, Gandhi and his followers eventually reached the Arabian Sea, where they made their own salt by evaporating sea water. The march, which resulted in the arrest of Gandhi and 60,000 others, earned new international respect and support for the leader and his movement. Gandhi's nonviolent methods, including dramatic hunger strikes, eventually did bring to fruition his goal of Indian independence in 1947. In 1948, a Hindu extremist's bullet ended his life at the age of 78.

1974

The controversial film 'The Exorcist' opens in London.

1935

Britain imposes a 30 mph speed limit in built up urban areas.

1913

Canberra becomes the official capital of Australia.

MARCH 13th
1881: Czar Alexander II assassinated

Czar Alexander II, the ruler of Russia since 1855, is killed in the streets of St. Petersburg by a bomb thrown by a member of the revolutionary People's Will group. The People's Will, organized in 1879, employed terrorism and assassination in their attempt to overthrow Russia's czarist autocracy. They murdered officials and made several attempts on the czar's life before finally assassinating him on March 13, 1881. As czar, Alexander did much to liberalize and modernize Russia, including the abolishment of serfdom in 1861. However, when his authority was challenged he turned repressive, and he vehemently opposed movements for political reform. Ironically, on the very day he was killed, he signed a proclamation--the so-called Loris-Melikov constitution--that would have created two legislative commissions made up of indirectly elected representatives. He was succeeded by his 36-year-old son, Alexander III, who rejected the Loris-Melikov constitution. Alexander II's assassins were arrested and hanged, and the People's Will was thoroughly suppressed.

1974

Opening of Charles De Gaulle airport in Paris.

1935

Voluntary driving tests are introduced into Britain - becoming compulsory in June.

1930

Astronomer Clyde Tombaugh announces the discovery of the planet Pluto.

1927

The lance ceases to be an official weapon in the British Army.

1881

Assassination of Tsar Alexander II.

1872

Formation of Scottish Football Association.

1781

Astronomer Willaim Herschel discovers the planet Uranus.

MARCH 14th
1879: Albert Einstein born

On March 14, 1879, revolutionary physicist Albert Einstein is born in Ulm, Germany. His theories of special and general relativity drastically altered man's view of the universe and his work in particle and energy theory helped make possible quantum mechanics and, ultimately, the atomic bomb. He later deplored the bomb's use on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and became an advocate for the international control of nuclear technology. Einstein's theory of special relativity denied the existence of absolute time and space, and his general relativity theory led to a new concept of gravity. He ultimately failed in his attempt to find a unified field theory to encompass gravitation, subatomic phenomena, and electromagnetism, but his earlier achievements had already earned him a place among the most creative minds in human history. He died in the United States in 1955.

1964

In Dallas, Texas, Jack Ruby is found guilty of killing Lee Harvey Oswald - the alleged assassin of US President John F Kennedy, and sentenced to death. He dies in prison in 1967.

1900

Currency Act in the United States of America declares paper and other money is redeemable in gold.

MARCH 15th
44BC: Roman dictator Julius Caesar is assassinated.

Julius Caesar, dictator of Rome, is stabbed to death in the Senate house by Republican conspirators. Elected consul in 59 B.C., Caesar was a popular reformer who often fought with the Senate. He also proved a brilliant military leader, conquering Gaul, making the first Roman inroads into Britain, and winning devoted supporters in his legions. Competition between Caesar and Pompey the Great erupted in civil war in 49 B.C., and Caesar emerged triumphant the next year. Appointed Roman dictator, Caesar traveled around the empire for several years and consolidated his rule. In 45 B.C., he returned to Rome and was made dictator for life. As sole Roman ruler, Caesar launched ambitious programs of reform and planned new imperial expansions. In the midst of these vast designs, he was assassinated by a group of conspirators who believed that his death would lead to the restoration of the Roman Republic. However, the result of the Ides of March was to plunge Rome into a fresh round of civil wars, out of which Octavian, Caesar's grand-nephew, would emerge as Augustus, the first Roman emperor, and the Republic would be forever destroyed.

1989

Soviet Union's President Mikhail Gorbachev calls for rapid measures to ease chronic Soviet food shortages.

1988

Israeli authorities impose a travel ban on Palestinians in the Occupied Territories.

1973

US and Soviet envoys begin fourth round of the arms limitation SALT talks in Vienna, Austria.

1956

Musical 'My Fair Lady' opens on Broadway starring Jullie Andrews and Rex Harrison. The title is adapted from the cockney pronunciation of Mayfair.

1933

German leader Adolf Hitler proclaims the beginning of the Third Reich – claiming it will endure for a thousand years.

1909

American Gordon Selfridge opens 'the world's most beautiful store' in London's Oxford Street.

1776

U.S Congress resolves that the authority of the British Crown should be suppressed.

MARCH 16th
1992

South African President F.W De Klerk makes final plea to whites to end apartheid.

1973

Queen Elizabeth II opens the new London Bridge - the old one having been sold to an American oil tycoon for £1m and transported to the United States.

1945

World War II: US Marines bring an end to Japanese resistance on the Pacific island of Iwo Jima.

1935

Germany repudiates disarmament clauses of Versailles Treaty signed at the end of World War I.

1926

The first liquid-fuelled rocket is demonstrated in the USA by Dr Robert H Goddard.

1888

The first recorded sale of a manufactured motor car. Emile Roger of Paris buys a petrol driven Benz .

1872

The first English FA Cup takes place at The Oval in London.

1812

Austria, in alliance with France, agrees to provide an army for Napoleon Bonaparte.

1690

France's King Louis XIV sends troops to Ireland to fight for King James II.

1521

Portuguese navigator Ferdinand Magellan reaches Philippine Islands.

MARCH 17th
1901: Van Gogh paintings shown

On March 17, 1901, paintings by Dutch master Vincent Van Gogh are shown at the Bernheim-Jeune gallery in Paris, France. The 71 paintings, which captured their subjects in bold brushstrokes and expressive colors, caused a sensation across the art world. Eleven years before, while living in Auvers-sur-Oise outside Paris, Van Gogh had committed suicide without any notion that his work was destined to win acclaim beyond his wildest dreams. One of the paintings shown in the 1901 exhibit--the Yasuda Sunflowers --would sell for just under $40 million at a Christie's auction in 1987.

1978

The oil tanker Amoco Cadiz runs aground off the coast of Brittany spilling 220,000 tons of crude oil into the Atlantic Ocean and causing widespread pollution.

1962

Soviet Union accuses the United States of fighting an "undeclared war" in Vietnam and demands the removal of American forces.

1948

Britain, France, Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg sign the Treaty of Brussels for a 50-year alliance against armed attack in Europe and for social, economic and military co-operation.

1845

In London, Stephen Perry patents elastic bands

1813

Frederick William III of Prussia declares war on France.

1776

American revolutionaries force British troops to evacuate Boston, Massachusetts.

1649

Oliver Cromwell abolishes the position of King of England and the House of Lords and declares England a Commonwealth.

MARCH 18th
1990

East Germany's first election since the Nazi takeover in 1933 ends in victory for the three-party conservative alliance.

1967

Oil tanker Torrey Cannon runs aground on rocks near Land's End, England spilling 120,000 gallons of crude oil into the English Channel.

1965

The Russians complete the first space walk with Soviet cosmonaut Alexei Leonov going outside his spacecraft Voskhod 2.

1949

The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) is set up between the United States, Britain and seven other Western European countries to jointly agree defence and security issues.

MARCH 19th
1997

South African President Nelson Mandela is granted a divorce from his wife Winnie after almost 38 years of marriage.

1986

Buckingham Palace announces the engagement of Queen Elizabeth II's son Prince Andrew to Sarah Ferguson (later to become Duke and Duchess of York).

1976

In Britain, Princess Margaret - the sister of Queen Elizabeth II - announces her separation from husband Lord Snowdon.

1932

The official opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge in Australia - the world's longest single-span arch bridge.

MARCH 20th
2003

The US and her allies launch an invasion of Iraq in order to topple the regime of dictator Saddam Hussein.

1981

Britain re-introduces the £50 note (it had been withdrawn in 1943). 

1964

British group 'The Beatles' release 'Can't Buy Me Love' which immediately goes to the top of the British charts.

MARCH 21st
1997

The American Liggett Group, manufacturers of Chesterfield cigarettes, becomes the first tobacco group to admit publicly that their products are addictive and can cause severe health problems.

1969

American singer Frank Sinatra releases 'My Way' in Britain.

1963

Alcatraz, America's most notorious maximum security prison in San Francisco Bay, is closed.

1958

Opening of the London Planetarium - one of the most popular tourist attractions in the English capital.

1935

Persia changes its name to Iran.

1918

Last major German offensive of World War One begins on The Somme.

MARCH 22nd
1933

Dachau Concentration Camp in Germany opens on the site of an old munitions factory near Munich. Its purpose: to detain Communists and other 'political undesirables'.

1926

The first directional arrows and markings are introduced onto British roads at Hyde Park Corner in London causing confusion and leading to seven accidents on the first day.

1888

The English Football League is formed by 12 clubs during a meeting at an hotel in Fleet Street, London.

MARCH 23rd
1945

British and American forces cross the Rhine during World War II.

1919

Benito Mussolini founds the Fascist Party in Italy.

MARCH 24th
1603: Queen Elizabeth dies


After 44 years of rule, Queen Elizabeth I of England dies. The daughter of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, Elizabeth succeeded to the throne in 1559 upon the death of her half-sister, Queen Mary. Domestically, she sought to resolve tensions between English Protestants and Catholics, and in foreign affairs strengthened England's allies while dividing her foes. In 1588, in a stunning military victory, she masterminded the repulsion of an invasion by the formidable Spanish Armada. She also encouraged voyages of discovery, such as Sir Francis Drake's circumnavigation of the world. The long reign of the Virgin Queen coincided with the flowering of the English Renaissance, associated with William Shakespeare and others. By her death in 1603, England had become a major power in every respect, and Elizabeth passed into history as one of England's greatest monarchs.

1998

The disaster movie Titanic, the most successful film ever made, wins 11 Oscars at the 1998 Academy Awards in Los Angeles.

1964

Stansted is chosen as the site of London's third major airport -after Heathrow and Gatwick.

1958

Elvis Presley, aged 23, joins the US Army in Memphis, Tennessee.

1911

Denmark abolishes capital punishment.

MARCH 25th
1957

Six European nations sign the Treaty of Rome to create a mutual trading bloc which becomes known as the Common Market.

1949

The film Hamlet, starring British actor Laurence Olivier, wins five Oscars - the first British film to win an academy award.

1807

British parliament abolishes the slave trade.

1609

English navigator and explorer Henry Hudson (who gave his name to Hudson Bay in Canada) sets off on his third voyage attempting to find the north-west passage from the Atlantic to Pacific Ocean.

MARCH 26th
1973

The first woman stockbroker is allowed on the floor of the London Stock Exchange.

1937

Popeye The Sailorman becomes the first cartoon character to be the subject of a statue - erected in Crystal City, Texas.

1923

BBC Radio in Britain begins its first regular weather forecasts.

1780

Publication of Britain's first Sunday newspaper: the British Gazette and Sunday Monitor.

MARCH 27th
1997

40 members of an American cult kill themselves, apparently in the belief that they were going to link up with a UFO near the comet Hale-Bopp.

1977

Two jumbo jets collide on the ground at a foggy Tenerife Airport killing 574 people.

1914

The first successful blood transfusion is performed in a hospital in Brussels.

1794

Official formation of the United States Navy.

MARCH 28th
1939

End of Spanish civil war

1930

Constantinople, geographically the most western city of Turkey, changes its name to Istanbul.

1800

The Irish Parliament passes the Act of Union with England.

MARCH 29th
1997

Cambridge scientist Sir Stephen Hawking warns that any contact with alien life forms will be a 'nasty' experience.

1973

The last American troops are air-lifted out of Saigon, South Vietnam.

1972

Queen Elizabeth II opens the Tutankhamen Exhibition at the British Museum.

1945

World War II: the last German flying bomb lands on London.

1940

Bank of England introduces thin metal strips into banknotes as an anti-forgery device.

1912

British explorer Captain Robert Falcon Scott dies in Antarctica along with the rest of his small party while returning from the South Pole.

1886

A new fizzy drink is launched by graduate chemist John S Pemberton in Atlanta Georgia, USA. Described as an 'esteemed brain tonic and intellectual beverage' it is now better known as Coca-Cola.

1976

American tennis player Jennifer Capriati.

1965

Australian model Elle ('the body') Macpherson.

1943

Comic actor Eric Idle, a member of the internationally acclaimed comedy team : Monty Python's Flying Circus.

1943

Composer Vangelis.

1943

Former British Conservative Prime Minister John Major

1943

British actress Julie Goodyear.

1914

British journalist Chapman Pincher

1905

British artist Edward John Burra. . 

1902

British composer William Walton. Writes the film score for Hamlet (1947).

1981

Dr Eric Williams, aged 69, Prime Minister of Trinidad & Tobago.

1912

British explorer Captain Robert Falcon Scott dies in Antarctica along with the rest of his small party while returning from the South Pole.

MARCH 30th
2002

The Queen Mother dies peacefully in her sleep, aged 101.

1987

The picture 'Sunflowers', painted by Vincent van Gogh is sold at auction by Christie's for £24,750,000.

1981

American President Ronald Reagan is wounded in an assassination attempt outside the Hilton Hotel in Washington.

1867

Alaska is bought by America from Russia for $7.2 million - less than 2 cents per acre.

MARCH 31st
1896

The zip fastener is patented by Whitcomb Judson of Chicago, USA.

1889

Official opening of the 985 feet high Eiffel Tower in Paris. The cost: £260,000.

1836

First monthly instalment of Charles Dickens' Pickwick Papers published.

