MAY 1st
1968

The Legoland Family Park opens at Billund in Denmark. 

1967

Elvis Presley marries Priscilla Beaulieu.

1931

US President Herbert Hoover opens the Empire State Building in New York. It has 102 floors and is 1,250 feet high. At the time its the world's tallest building.

1916

End of the Easter Rising in Ireland following a week of bitter fighting in Dublin after Irish Nationalists rose against British rule on Easter Monday, April 24th. More than 400 lost their lives.

1912

A statue of Peter Pan is put in Kensington Gardens in London- commissioned and paid for by Peter Pan creator J.M.Barrie. Children are told it has been put there by fairies!

MAY 2nd
1933: Loch Ness Monster sighted

Although accounts of an aquatic beast living in Scotland's Loch Ness date back 1,500 years, the modern legend of the Loch Ness Monster is born when a sighting makes local news on May 2, 1933. Several London newspapers sent correspondents to Scotland, and a circus offered a £20,000 reward for capture of the beast. A famous 1934 photograph showed a dinosaur-like creature with a long neck emerging out of the murky waters, leading some to speculate that Nessie was a solitary survivor of the long-extinct plesiosaurs. Since then, a succession of investigators have employed devices from sonar to underwater video trying to find definitive proof of the Loch Ness Monster's existence. Revelations in 1994 that the famous 1934 photo was a hoax hardly dampened the enthusiasm of tourists to Loch Ness.

1969

Britain's latest cruise liner, the Queen Elizabeth II (QE2), the last of the Cunard liners built for transatlantic service, sails on her maiden voyage from Southampton.

1953

Football legend Sir Stanley Matthews, at the age of 38, wins an FA Cup winners' medal as Blackpool come back from trailing 3-1 to beat Bolton 4-3. In recognition of the impact he had on the match, it has become known as the 'Matthews Final'.

1942

World War II: HMS Edinburgh is sunk in the Barents Sea off the Norwegian coast. Its cargo of gold bars lay in 800 feet of water until salvaged in 1981.

1536

In England, Queen Anne Boleyn, wife of Henry VIII of England, is imprisoned in the Tower of London. 

MAY 3rd
1999

The body of missing English climber George Mallory is found near the summit of Mount Everest. He went missing more than 60 years earlier. 

1934

Science fiction writer H.G.Wells predicts there will be a major world war before 1940.

1494

Christopher Columbus discovers Jamaica while in search of a westward route to the East.

MAY 4th
1979: Margaret Thatcher sworn in

Leader of the Conservative Party, Margaret Thatcher is sworn in as Prime Minister of England. Tough talk and tough economics helped her to become Britain's first female prime minister. The Oxford-educated chemist and lawyer was sworn in the day after the Conservatives won a 44-seat majority in general parliamentary elections. Prime Minister Thatcher was lauded for reducing inflation, but a rise in the country's unemployment displeased many. Her popularity soared during the 1982 Falkland Islands War, in which Britain was the decisive victor. She resigned in 1990 after 11 years in office--the longest continuous tenure of a British prime minister in 150 years.

1990

Latvia declares itself an independent democratic republic in the first stage of withdrawal from the USSR. 

1974

Swedish group ABBA reach the top of the singles charts with their Eurovision Song Contest winner 'Waterloo'.

1973

Completion of the world's tallest building, the Sears Tower in Chicago.

1839

Canadian Sir Samuel Cunard launches the Cunard Shipping Line.

MAY 5th
1961

Astronaut Alan Shephard becomes the first American in space aboard Freedom 7 - his spacecraft launched 23 days after Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin had become the first man to orbit the earth.

1821

Napoleon Bonaparte dies in exile on the island of St Helena. 

MAY 6th
1937: The Hindenburg disaster

On this day, the commercial airship Hindenburg, the largest dirigible ever built and the pride of Nazi 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/encyclopedia_main_page.php?page=article_show&search_term=m0029156&fullhead=Germany" Germany, bursts into flames upon touching its mooring mast in Lakehurst, New Jersey, killing 36 passengers and crew. The hydrogen-filled airship, which stretched 804 feet from stern to bow, was on its maiden voyage. American radio announcer Herb Morrison, expecting a routine landing, immortalized the disaster in a famous on-the-scene account. Oh, the humanity! he emotionally declared as the airship ignited and fell 200 feet to the ground. Lighter-than-air passenger travel rapidly fell out of favor after the Hindenberg disaster, and no rigid airships survived World War II. 

1954

British athlete Roger Bannister runs the first sub four minute mile in 3 minute 59.4 seconds.

1840

The world's first postage stamp, the Penny Black, is issued by the Post Office in Britain.

1626

A Dutch settler, called Peter Minuit, buys the area now known as Manhattan Island for trinkets worth around $25 from local Indians

1944

Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, New Zealand operatic soprano.

1922

British comedian Frankie Howerd.

1922

Russian cosmonaut Valentina Nikolayeva Tereshkova - the first woman in space.

1806

Author Elizabeth Barrett Browning.

1475

Italian artist Michaelangelo.

1994

Merlina Mercouri, Greek actress and politician, aged 68.

1967

American singer Nelson Eddy.

1961

English singer, actor and entertainer George Formby.

1951

Welsh composer, playwright and actor Ivor Novello dies in his flat above the Strand Theatre in London.

1930

Admiral Von Tirpitz, German sea commander.

1900

German motor engineer Gottileb Daimler

1888

Author Louisa M.Alcott.

MAY 7th
2006: Arsenal say goodbye to Highbury after 93 years


On this day, after 93 years with it as their home, Arsenal say a fond farewell to their stadium at Highbury. The final ever game here was played against Wigan Athletic, and ended 4-2 in favour of the gunners, in a result which also saw them clinch qualification for the UEFA Champions League. It will be redeveloped as luxury apartments, due for completion by 2009. The Club moves only a few hundred yards, staying within London’s N5 area, to Ashburton Grove, the site of the new 60,000 seater Emirates Stadium

1945

World War II: The German High Command agrees to an unconditional surrender bringing an end to the war in Europe.

1915

World War I: the Cunard liner Lusitania is torpedoed by a German submarine off the coast of Ireland with the loss of almost 1,200 lives.

1888

American George Eastman patents the Kodak box camera with a name he feels will be easy to remember.

1765

HMS Victory, the ship which becomes the flagship of British Admiral Horatio Nelson, is launched at Chatham. The ship is now preserved at Portsmouth, England.

MAY 8th
1945: VE Day in Europe.

After five years, eight months, and five days of massive devastation, the end of the European phase of World War II is celebrated on May 8, 1945. Victory in Europe was commemorated with celebrations all around the world in recognition of the unconditional surrender of all German forces signed in Reims, France, the day before. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill told war-weary Londoners, This is your victory, while U.S. President Harry Truman reminded Americans that until Japan's defeat, Victory is but half-won. On August 14, Japan agreed to surrender to the Allies after a momentous eight days that saw two U.S. atomic bombs dropped on Japan and a declaration of war by the Soviets. On September 2, World War II officially ended with the signing of Japan's surrender on the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay.

1999

NATO officials admit the overnight bombing of Yugoslavia had mistakenly damaged the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade - killing 4 and injuring another 20.

1933

In the United States of America, the first execution in a gas chamber is carried out in Nevada.

1932

In London, the Piccadilly Circus lights are lit by electricity for the first time.

1886

John Pemberton of Atlanta in Georgia (USA) patents the drink Coca-Cola.

1701

English pirate Captain Kidd goes on trial at the Old Bailey in London. After being found guilty of piracy he's hanged on May 23rd, 1701.

MAY 9th
1945

World War II: Russian troops capture Prague, Czechoslovakia. 

1940

World War II: the RAF begins night bombing of Germany.

1933

In Germany, Chancellor Adolf Hitler orders the burning of 'un-German' books. A large bonfire of books is set alight in front of Berlin University. Other such bonfires are lit around Germany. Authors considered 'un-German' include Karl Marx; Sigmund Freud, Bertolt Brecht and Albert Einstein.

1930

Britain appoints John Masefield as Poet Laureate.

1896

The first Horseless Carriage Show opens at the Imperial Institute in London. 10 engine-powered models go on show to the public.

1662

First recorded Punch & Judy Show in Britain at Covent Garden in London.

MAY 10th
1941: Hess lands in Scotland

On May 10, 1941, Rudolf Hess, deputy leader of Nazi 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Germany/m0029156.html?from=hotlink" Germany, flies a small plane to Scotland and parachutes to the ground in a bizarre attempt to negotiate a peace settlement with Britain. He claimed he wanted to speak with the Duke of Hamilton, whom he met at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, with the goal of persuading Britain and Germany to join in war against the Soviet Union. Adolf Hitler labeled him insane, and the British agreed, but this did not keep Hess from judgment at Nuremberg for war crimes. He was sentenced to life, eventually becoming the sole prisoner at Spandau Prison in East Germany. He died in 1987 after apparently trying to hang himself with an electrical cord. He was 93.

1945

World War II: Russian troops occupy Prague: the Allies capture Rangoon from the Japanese. 

1941

World War II: in Britain, the worst night of the Blitz - 550 German bombers drop 100,000 bombs on London. More than 1500 people are killed and many thousands more injured. Among the badly damaged buildings - the House of Commons at Westminster.

1940

British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain resigns. Winston Churchill forms a coalition wartime Government saying: “I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat".

1940

World War II: Germany invades Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg. Following the German invasion of Denmark, British troops occupy Iceland. 

1933

In Vienna, the Austrian Chancellor bans all Nazi meetings.

1916

Explorer Ernest Shackleton and companions reach the Falkland island of South Georgia in the South Atlantic after sailing 800 miles in 16 days in an open boat looking for help for the remaining members of their party marooned on Elephant island, Antarctica.

1913

US Congress officially declares the second Sunday in May as 'Mother's Day'.

MAY 11th
1997: Deep Blue beats Kasparov

On May 11, 1997, IBM's supercomputer Deep Blue makes chess history by defeating Gary Kasparov, the chess champion widely regarded as the greatest who has ever lived. The Russian master conceded defeat after 19 moves in the sixth game of the tournament, losing the match 2.5 to 3.5. It was the first defeat of a reigning world champion by a machine in tournament play. Big Blue, which can analyze 200 million chess moves a second, had met Kasparov once before, but the human held his own against the machine. Before their second meeting, Kasparov had never lost a professional chess match.

1985

At least 50 people are killed as a wooden stand at Bradford City Football Club in England catches fire during a match.

1967

Britain, Ireland and Denmark officially apply to join the EEC. 

1949

Siam changes its name to Thailand. 

1868

Abolition of public executions in Britain.

MAY 12th
1949: Berlin blockade lifted

On this day, an early battle of the Cold War ends when the USSR lifts its blockade against West Berlin. In June 1948, in an attempt to discourage the Western powers from maintaining the sovereignty of West Berlin, the USSR imposed blockades on routes to Berlin through Soviet occupation zones in East 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Germany/m0029156.html?from=hotlink" Germany. Although land routes were blocked, the Soviets would not risk shooting down planes, and the West undertook a massive airlift of coal, food, and supplies. Flights were made around the clock, and at the height of the Berlin Airlift, planes were landing in the city every three minutes. The defeated blockade was lifted on May 12, 1949.

1969

Minimum voting age in Britain is lowered from 21 to 18.

1961

Founding of the United States of Congo with Leopoldville its federal capital.

1943

World War II: the German commander in North Africa, General von Arnim, surrenders to the Allies.

1926

Norwegian explorer Roald Amundson is among a group of three to cross the North Pole in an airship. His companions are Italian Umberto Nobile and American Lincoln Ellsworth.

1915

USA President Wilson demands compensation for Germany sinking the liner the Lusitania - sunk by torpedo off the Irish Coast killing at least 1200 people including women and children..

1910

Halley's Comet causes widespread concern that it is responsible for bad weather.

1780

During the American War of Independence, the British occupy Charles Town (later named Charleston) in South Carolina after a two-month siege.

1588

Spanish Armada sets sail from Lisbon (by order of Philip II of Spain) to invade England. It consists of approx 130 ships and 30,000 men. Less than half the ships finally return to Spain after being defeated at sea.

MAY 13th
1981: Pope John Paul II shot

Pope John Paul II is shot in Rome. Before this assassination attempt, Pope John Paul II was known as an avid traveler who had little fear of going out in public. While holding his weekly audience in St. Peter's Square, the pope was shot twice by Mehmet Ali Agca, a member of a militant right-wing Turkish group. Some suspected a Soviet plot, as the pope was a fervent anti-communist who supported the Solidarity 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/trade_union/m0018740.html?from=hotlink" trade union in his native Poland. Agca told the authorities that he was acting for the Bulgarian intelligence service, which acted on behalf of the KGB, but later recanted that part of his confession. Several Bulgarians and three other Turks were arrested, but all were released or acquitted for lack of evidence. After surgery, the pontiff remained in the hospital for three weeks, and Agca was sentenced to life imprisonment. John Paul later visited his assailant in prison and offered him forgiveness. Agca was pardoned by Italy in 2000 and extradited to Turkey, where he began 10-year prison term for murdering a liberal newspaper editor in 1979.

1992

Three American astronauts from th US space shuttle Endeavour, walk simultaneously in space for the first time - retrieving and repairing the Intelsat-6 satellite - in a walk lasting almost 8 and a half hours.

1941

World War II: Martin Bormann, is named head of the Nazi Party Chancellery in Germany, following Deputy Fuhrer Rudolf Hess' mysterious flight to Scotland.

1940

World War II: After setting up Britain's wartime Coalition Government, Prime Minister Winston Churchill tells Parliament he could offer ' nothing but blood, toil, tears and sweat.'

1927

'Black Friday' in Germany, signalling the collapse of its economic structure.

1787

The first fleet of ships carrying convicts to the new penal colony of Australia leaves England. They arrive in January 1788.

1607

Captain John Smith lands on the coast of Virginia and begins the first permanent English settlement in the New World calling it Jamestown. 

1950

Blind American singer Stevie Wonder - born Steveland Judkins Morris.

1914

American heavyweight boxing champion Joe 'Brown Bomber' Louis, in Alabama, USA.

1907

British novelist Daphne Du Maurier (Lady Browning) granddaughter of novelist George Browning. Author of 'Rebecca'.

1882

French painter Georges Braque. Works closely with artist Pablo Picasso, to form the Cubism Movement of art.

1842

English composer Sir Arthur Sullivan - linked with W.S Gilbert to produce a series of operettas including ' The Mikado', 'The Pirates of Penzance' and 'The Gondoliers' .

1767

King John VI of Portugal born.

1717

Maria Theresa, Empress of Austria and Queen of Hungary, born in Vienna.

1999

Pulitzer Prize winning US journalist Meg Greenfield, dies aged 68.

1999

Saudi Arabia's top religious leader, Grand Mufti Sheikh Abdul-Aziz bin Baz.

1961

American film star Gary Cooper, double Oscar winner.

1930

Fridtjof Nansen, Norweigan arctic explorer and diplomat. Headed Norway's team at the League of Nations and won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1922

1884

Cyrus Hall McCormick, U.S industrialist and inventor. Generally credited with the development of the mechanical harvester.

1835

Architect John Nash who designed the layout for Regent's Park and Trafalgar Square in London.

1619

Johan van Oldenbarnevelt, statesman and founding father of the Netherlands, is executed by Prince Maurice of Nassau on a charge of subverting religion. 

MAY 14th
1995

British mother-of-two Alison Hargreaves, aged 33, becomes the first woman to reach the top of Mount Everest alone, and without the aid of oxygen.

1948

Israel is officially established as an independent Jewish state following the partition of Palestine. The announcement comes at 4pm - eight hours before the British mandate in Palestine is officially over.

1941

World War II: Swiss student Maurice Bavaud is executed in Berlin. He had planned to kill German leader Adolf Hitler at a Nazi Rally in November, 1938 but failed to get close enough to carry it out.

1940

World War II: Most of Rotterdam is destroyed by German bombing – killing 1,000 and making more than 50,000 homeless. 

1904

The Modern Olympic Games are held in the United States of America for the first time - at St Louis, Missouri.

1643

Louis XIV becomes King of France aged 4 years 231 days. Reigns for more than 72 years.

MAY 15th
1941: First Allied jet flies

On May 15, 1941, the first test of an Allied aircraft using jet propulsion is made in Britain. The W-1 turbojet engine, which produced a powerful thrust of hot air, was devised by Frank Whittle, a Royal Air Force engineer who also flew the initial tests. The German Heinkel He 178, designed by Hans Joachim Pabst von Ohain, made the first jet flight in history in 1939. The Allied jet aircraft went into war service in 1944, when the British Gloster Meteor flew into the skies over Europe. The German Me 262 followed soon after.

1990

Vincent Van Gogh's 'Portrait of Doctor Gachet' is sold for $82.5 million at Christies' Auction House in New York - setting a new world record for a single painting (previous £53.9m).

1940

Nylon stockings go on sale in America. In New York, 72,000 pairs are sold in the first eight hours.

1940

World War II: the Dutch Army surrenders to Germany. 

1718

The first machine gun is patented by London lawyer James Puckle who, as a keen fisherman, intended to use it at sea!

MAY 16th
1983

London police begin wheel- clamping illegally parked vehicles.

1943

World War II: the Mohne, Eder and Sorpe dams in Germany are attacked and destroyed by 19 Lancaster aircraft from the RAF's 617 Squadron led by Guy Gibson, using the specially designed bouncing bombs invented by Barnes Wallis.

1929

The first Academy Awards ceremony in Hollywood, USA. Emil Jannings wins the first award for Best Actor and Janet Gaynor is Best Actress. The name 'Oscar' for the awards, isn't introduced for several years.

1920

French heroine Joan of Arc is canonised by the Roman Catholic Church. 

1770

The Dauphin of France (later King Louis XVI) marries Marie Antoinette. 

MAY 17th
1978

Compact discs are created by Philips.

1973

In America, a Senate Committee headed by Senator Sam Ervin begins its investigation into 'Watergate' - which eventually leads to the resignation of President Richard Nixon for trying to cover up the illegal campaign activities of some members of his administration. 

1940

World War II: German troops enter the Belgian capital of Brussels.

MAY 18th
1990

East and West Germany sign a Monetary Union Treaty - the first step towards the country's unification.

1980

Eruption of the Mount St Helens' volcano in the American state of Washington killing at least 100 and creating a cloud of ash 2,500 miles long and 1,000 miles wide.

1944

World War II: Allied troops led by the Polish Army, finally win the Battle of Monte Cassino in Italy. 

1830

Briton Edwin Budding signs an agreement for his invention, the lawn mower, to go into mass production. His first customer is Regent's Park Zoo in London.

1804

Napoleon Bonaparte is proclaimed Emperor of France. The official crowning ceremony takes place on December 2nd, 1804.

MAY 19th
1935: Lawrence of Arabia dies

T. E. Lawrence, known to the world as Lawrence of Arabia, dies as a retired Royal Air Force mechanic living under an assumed name. During World War I, Arab forces revolting against the Turks adopted the charismatic Lawrence, a British archeologist and intelligence officer, as their strategic and inspirational leader. After the war, he lobbied hard for Arab independence, refusing a medal from King George V and appearing at the Paris peace conference in Arab robes. A legendary figure in his own lifetime, his autobiography, The Seven Pillars of Wisdom, was widely read. In 1922, he gave up higher paying appointments to enlist in the RAF under an assumed name, John Hume Ross. He hoped to escape his fame and acquire material for a new book. Found out by the press, he was discharged, but in 1923 managed to enlist as a private in the Royal Tanks Corps under another assumed name, T. E. Shaw. He later rejoined the RAF and legally changed his last name to Shaw. In 1935, shortly after retiring from military service to concentrate on his writing, he was fatally injured in a motorcycle accident.

1997

British Government controversially announces it is banning sports sponsorship by tobacco companies - but gives a temporary exemption for Formula One motor-racing, who's owner had donated £1m to the Labour Party only a few months earlier.

1992

Two doctors, who performed an autopsy on the body of American President John F Kennedy, confirm he had been killed by two bullets - one fired from above, one from behind.

1536

Anne Boleyn, second wife of King Henry VIII of England and mother of Elizabeth (the future Queen Elizabeth) is executed outside the Tower of London for alleged adultery. 

MAY 20th
1498: Vasco da Gama reaches India

Portuguese explorer Vasco de Gama becomes the first European to reach India by a sea route when he arrives at Calicut on the Malabar Coast. Da Gama sailed from Lisbon in July 1497, rounded the Cape of Good Hope, and anchored at Malindi on the east coast of Africa. With the aid of an Indian merchant he met there, he then set off across the Indian Ocean. Da Gama was not greeted warmly by the Muslim merchants of Calicut, and in 1499 he had to fight his way out of the harbor on his return trip home. In 1502, he led a squadron of ships to Calicut to avenge the massacre of Portuguese explorers there and succeeded in subduing the inhabitants. In 1524, he was sent as viceroy to India, but he fell ill and died in Cochin.

1991

The USSR passes a new law allowing Soviet citizens the right to leave the country of their own free will. 

1956

The first hydrogen bomb to be dropped from the air is exploded by America over Bikini Atoll in the South Pacific.

1944

World War II: Adolf Hitler survives an assassination attempt when a bomb explodes in his military headquarters during a staff meeting. All those involved - including many senior German officers - are rounded up and executed.

MAY 21st
1927: Lindbergh lands in Paris

American pilot Charles Lindbergh lands in Paris, successfully completing the first nonstop trans-Atlantic flight on this day and becoming an international hero in the process. Lindbergh was a dark horse when he entered a competition for a $25,000 payoff to anyone able to fly nonstop from New York to Paris. He ordered a small monoplane, configured it to his own design, and christened it the Spirit of St. Louis. On May 20, 1927, a rainy morning, he took off from Roosevelt Field on Long Island, New York, his monoplane so loaded down with fuel that it barely cleared the trees at the end of the runway. He flew north and then eastward from Newfoundland, Canada. The next afternoon, after flying 3,610 miles in 33 1/2 hours, Lindbergh landed at Le Bourget field in Paris, becoming the first pilot to fly nonstop across the Atlantic Ocean.

1966

American boxer Cassius Clay (Muhammed Ali) ends the hopes of British heavyweight champion Henry Cooper winning the world heavyweight titles when the bout is stopped in Round 6 because of a severe cut above Cooper's eye. Earlier in the fight, Clay was almost counted out - but was saved by the bell to end the round and then controversially taking longer than normally allowed before beginning the next round. The fight took place at the Arsenal Stadium football ground in Highbury in London.
1932

Amelia Earhart becomes the first woman to make a solo air crossing of the Atlantic Ocean, from Newfoundland to Ireland.

1916

Clocks and watches go forward one hour in Britain as the daylight Saving Act (Summer time) is introduced.

1904

Football's international governing body, FIFA, is established in Paris.

MAY 22nd

1998

Northern Ireland votes 'Yes' to a new peace agreement designed to end 30 years of violence between Protestants and Catholics.

1939

German Fuhrer Adolf Hitler and Italian Fascist leader Benito Mussolini sign a 'Pact of Steel' to support each other in the event of war. 

1908

The Wright brothers patented their flying machine.

1840

Britain ends the practice of sending convicts to the penal colony of Australia. 

MAY 23rd

1701: Captain Kidd walks the plank

At London's Execution Dock, British privateer Captain Kidd is hanged for piracy and murder. Commissioned by the British crown in 1695 to apprehend pirates in the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean, Kidd apparently turned to piracy himself in 1697. His first major prize came in 1698 when he captured the Quedagh Merchant, an English-captained vessel loaded with gold and other valuables. Denounced as a pirate, he sailed to New York to profess his innocence, but was arrested and taken to London. He was tried on five charges of piracy and one charge of murdering a crewman. Important evidence was suppressed at the trial, and some observers questioned whether the evidence was sufficient for a guilty verdict. Convicted on all counts, he was executed in London. In later years, a colorful legend grew up around the story of William Kidd, including reports of lost buried treasure that fortune seekers have pursued for centuries.

1949

The German Federal Republic (West Germany) formally comes into existence with Bonn as its capital.

1945

Nazi leader Heinrich Himmler, the German Minister of the Interior and Reichsfuhrer-SS, commits suicide - a day after being captured. 

1934

American armed robbers Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow are shot dead in an ambush by Texas Rangers near Gibland, Louisiana.

1904

The introduction of new cheap steerage rates on board ships, encourages Europeans to migrate to the United States of America. 

1887

French crown jewels go on sale and raise six million francs. 

1873

The North West Mounted Police is established in Canada by Act of Parliament. Its name is changed to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in 1920.

MAY 24th
1883: Brooklyn Bridge opens

After 14 years of construction, the Brooklyn Bridge over the East River is finally completed, connecting the great cities of New York and Brooklyn for the first time. Designed by the late John Roebling, Brooklyn Bridge was the largest suspension bridge ever built until then. In 1869, Roebling became the first of over two dozen people to die from accidents or compression sickness during construction. His son, Washington Roebling, took over as chief engineer in his place. Soon after its opening, the Brooklyn Bridge, which features two stately stone towers and stretches 1,595 feet across the East River, was dubbed the eighth wonder of the world. The connection it provided between Brooklyn and Manhattan, two of the most populous cities in the world, changed the course of New York City forever.

 

1941

German battleship 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Bismarck/m0045110.html?from=hotlink" Bismarck sinks the feared HMS Hood off Greenland with the loss of more than 1,400 lives. The ship explodes when a German shell hits the Hood's ammunition store.

1844

American inventor Samuel Morse transmits the world's first telegraph message to an associate 40 miles away.

MAY 25th
1973

In Greece, the military government abolishes the monarchy and proclaims Greece a republic.

1967

Glasgow Celtic becomes the first British football club to win the European Cup beating Inter Milan 2-1 in Lisbon. The following year Manchester United become the first English club to win the trophy. 

1958

General Charles de Gaulle becomes Prime Minister of France. 

1935

American athlete Jesse Owens sets six new world record within 45 minutes at Ann Arbor in Michigan, USA.

1916

World War I; The Battle of Jutland between the British and German fleets. Germans claim victory but fail to break British control of the North Sea.

1914

In Britain, the House of commons passes the Irish Home Rule Bill.

MAY 26th
1894: Czar Nicholas II crowned

The last czar of Russia, Nicholas II, is crowned on May 26, 1894. Nicholas was neither trained nor inclined to rule, which did not help the autocracy he sought to preserve in an era desperate for change. The disastrous outcome of the Russo-Japanese War led to the Revolution of 1905, which Nicholas diffused after signing a manifesto that promised reforms. He soon retracted these concessions, and radical groups won wide support. In 1914, he led his country into another costly war, and discontent grew. In 1917, the army garrison at Petrograd joined striking workers in demanding socialist reforms, and Nicholas was deposed and put under house arrest. Vladimir Lenin assumed power in November, but in July 1918, the advance of counterrevolutionary forces caused the Bolsheviks to fear that the imperial family might be rescued. A death sentence was passed, and on the night of July 16, Nicholas, his wife and children, and several of their servants were gunned down.

1999

Manchester United become the first British club to win the European Cup for 15 years, beating Bayern Munich 2-1 in the final in Barcelona.

1798

Income Tax is introduced into Britain - a 10 per cent tax on all incomes over £200 a year.

MAY 27th

1943

Ballpoint pens, invented by Hungarian Laszlo Biro, are patented in America.

1942

World War II: Nazi official Reinhard Heydrich is shot in Prague - dying of his wounds on June 4th. His death prompts savage reprisals. 

1941

World War II: Royal Naval ships Dorsetshire; King George V and Rodney attack and sink the German 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/battleship/m0014611.html?from=hotlink" battleship 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Bismarck/m0045110.html?from=hotlink" Bismarck in the Atlantic after it had been damaged by torpedos dropped by British aircraft HMS Ark Royal. 

1940

World War II: the start of Operation Dynamo - the evacuation of British and French troops from the beaches of Dunkirk.

1936

Britain's 80,733 tonne liner Queen Mary leaves Southampton on her maiden voyage to New York with more than 1800 passengers.

1679

Britain passes the Habeas Corpus Act which makes it illegal to hold anyone in prison without a trial.

MAY 28th
1961

The last journey for the Orient Express, from Paris to Bucharest, after being in operation for almost 80 years.

1945

World War II: the English broadcaster of Nazi propaganda, William Joyce (Lord Haw-Haw) is captured near Hamburg. He is later tried for treason, found guilty, and hanged.

1937

Neville Chamberlain becomes British Prime Minister following the retirement of Stanley Baldwin. 

1754

Military commander George Washington, fighting for the British, destroys a French regiment in Pennsylvania in the first major battle of the French Indian Wars.

MAY 29th
1953: Men reach Everest summit

Edmund Hillary of New Zealand and Tenzing Norgay of Nepal plant four flags at the peak of Mt. Everest--29,028 feet above sea level--and become the first explorers to top Everest. As early as the 1920s, attempts were made to scale Mount Everest, the world's tallest mountain. However, no climbers succeeded until Hillary and Norgay on May 29, 1953. The two, part of a British expedition, made their final assault on the summit after spending a fitful night at 27,900 feet. News of their achievement broke around the world on June 2, the day of Queen Elizabeth II's coronation, and many called it a good omen of things to come. The Queen knighted Edmund Hillary later that year.

1999

US space shuttle Discovery becomes the first spacecraft to dock with the International Space Station still under construction in space.

1942

American singer Bing Crosby records the world's top selling record: White Christmas, for the soundtrack of the film Holiday Inn.

1914

Cruise liner Empress of Ireland collides with a Norwegian freighter on the St Lawrence River in Canada. More than 1000 are killed.

1975

Spice girl Melanie Janine Brown born in Leeds, England.

1949

British musician Francis Rossi.

1939

British actress Nanette Newman.

1917

US President John F Kennedy. President of the United States 1961-1963.

1903

American comedian Bob Hope is born in Eltham, South London - real name Leslie Townes Hope. Emigrates to America when he is aged 4.

1894

Austrian film director 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Joseph/m0009188.html?from=hotlink" Joseph von Sternberg -who encourages the career of Marlene Dietrich in films such as Morocco; Shanghai Express and The Blue Angel.

1630

Charles Stuart, son of King Charles I of England. Becomes King Charles II in 1660 when the British monarchy is restored to the throne - 11 years after his father was beheaded by Oliver Cromwell. 

1994

Former East German ruler Erich Honecker dies in exile in Chile aged 81.

1979

American silent screen actress Mary Pickford aged 86.

1942

American actor 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Barrymore_John_18821942/m0074244.html?from=hotlink" John Barrymore aged 60.

1911

Sir William Gilbert, librettist of the Gilbert and Sulivan operas dies after rescuing a woman from drowning in a garden pond.

1814

Empress Josephine of France - wife of Napoleon 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/article_show/Bonaparte/m0003204.html?from=hotlink" Bonaparte. 

1976

American tennis player Jennifer Capriati.

1965

Australian model Elle ('the body') Macpherson.

1943

Comic actor Eric Idle, a member of the internationally acclaimed comedy team : Monty Python's Flying Circus.

1943

Composer Vangelis.

1943

Former British Conservative Prime Minister John Major

1943

British actress Julie Goodyear.

1914

British journalist Chapman Pincher

1905

British artist Edward John Burra. . 

1902

British composer William Walton. Writes the film score for Hamlet (1947).

1981

Dr Eric Williams, aged 69, Prime Minister of Trinidad & Tobago.

1912

British explorer Captain Robert Falcon Scott dies in Antarctica along with the rest of his small party while returning from the South Pole.

MAY 30th
1431: Joan of Arc martyred

At Rouen, Joan of Arc, the peasant girl who became the savior of France, is burned at the stake for heresy. At the age of 16, voices of Christian saints told Joan to aid Charles, the French dauphin, in gaining the French throne and expelling the English from France. Convinced of the validity of her divine mission, Charles furnished Joan with a small force of troops. During the next two months, Joan led the French into a series of stunning victories over the English. In July 1429, Reims, the traditional city of coronation, was captured, and Charles VII was crowned king, with Joan kneeling at his feet. In 1430, while leading another military expedition against the English, Bourguignon soldiers captured her and sold her to the English, who tried her for heresy. One of the great heroes of French history, Joan of Arc was canonized by the Roman Catholic Church in 1920.

1971

Launch of the US space probe Mariner 9 on its mission to Mars. It is able to send more than 7,000 pictures of the planet back to Earth.

1942

World War II: The RAF carries out its first 1,000 plus bombing raid of Germany - sending 1,047 aircraft to bomb Cologne.

1848

Mexico ratifies a treaty with America, which gives Mexico 15 million dollars while the United States gain possession of New Mexico, California and parts of Nevada, Utah, Arizona and Colorado.

1498

Explorer Christopher Columbus sets sail from Spain with six ships on his third voyage to discover the South Americas.

1431

Joan of Arc, the French peasant girl who became a national heroine leading French troops against the English, is burnt at the stake in Rouen for heresy. She is canonised in 1920 on the anniversary of her death.

MAY 31st 

1962: Eichmann executed in Israel

Adolf Eichmann, the architect of the Nazi holocaust, is hanged in Israel for his crimes against humanity. During World War II, Adolf Hitler enlisted Eichmann to carry out his final solution to the Jewish question--the extermination of millions of Jews in Nazi death camps. Eichmann did so with horrifying efficiency until his arrest by U.S. troops in 1945. In 1946, he escaped before he could stand trial at Nuremburg, fleeing to the Middle East under an assumed name. In 1950, he arrived in Argentina, where he lived until Israeli agents captured him on May 11, 1960. He was then secretly extradited to Israel, where he was tried as a war criminal. After his execution, his body was cremated and the ashes thrown into the sea.

1939

Denmark signs a non-aggression pact with Germany. 

1911

In Belfast, the launch of the White Star liner Titanic - one of the largest vessels in the world.

1859

Big Ben, in the clock tower of the Houses of Parliament in London, first begins recording time.

1793

Beginning of the Reign Of Terror in France, in which thousands go to the guillotine during the French Revolution. 1965
American actress Brooke Shields.

1961

British comedian Harry Enfield.

1939

Archbishop of Canterbury special envoy Terry Waite - is held captive in Beirut for almost five years.

1938

American musician Peter Yarrow - a member of the group, Peter,Paul and Mary during the 1960s.

1930

American actor Clint Eastwood.

1923

Prince Ranier of Monaco. 

1910

Elizabeth Blackwell, Britain's first woman doctor of medicine, born in Hastings.

1872

English illustrator and cartoonist William Heath Robinson.

1863

British journalist and explorer Franis Younghusband.

1996

Harvard Professor Timothy Leary, who urged the American youth of the 1960s to take the drug LSD and turn on, tune in and drop out dies of cancer aged 75.

1982

Former heavyweight boxing champion Jack Dempsey, aged 86.

1837

English circus clown Joseph Grimaldi.

1809

Austrian composer Franz Joseph Haydn dies in Vienna.

1740

Frederick William I, King of Prussia. Succeeded by his son Frederick the Great.

1594

Italian artist Tintoretto. Works included The Last Judgement and The Last Supper. 

