PEANNAIREACHT 1
	1.
	Dublin is the capital of Ireland and London is the capital of Great Britain. The capital of France is Paris and the capital of Germany is Berlin.

	2.
	The Polar Bear lives in the frozen lands of the Arctic. He weighs over 
seven hundred kilogrammes and can travel at speeds of forty-eight kilometers per hour.

	3.
	It is very important in the dark winter nights to wear brightly coloured clothes or to wear reflective armbands. Motorists must be able to see pedestrians at all times.

	4.
	The most famous woman of the Wild West was Annie Oakley, who was 
born in a log cabin in Ohio, on August 13th, 1860. The stage and screen musical “Annie Get Your Gun” was based on her life story.

	5.
	The Jumbo Jet, or Boeing 747, is seventy meters long, six meters wide and nineteen and a half meters high. It is the largest aircraft ever built for the world’s airlines.

	6.
	The gigantic Sequoia tree of North America can grow to a height of one hundred meters and its trunk is so wide that roads have been tunnelled through many Sequoia trees.

	7.
	Mount Everest, which stands on the border of Nepal and Tibet, is the highest point on earth. An Irish mountaineering team, led by Dawson Stelfox, became the first Irish people to conquer Everest.

	8.
	The word “noun” means name. A noun is the name of a person, place or 
thing. John, frog, desert, and brush are all nouns or naming words. You 
may have common or proper nouns.
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	9.
	The hedgehog lives in a cosy nest under a tree stump or a hedge. He has a beautiful coat of spines. These prickly spines protect him from his 
enemies. When threatened, the hedgehog curls up in a ball and sticks out 
his spines.

	10.
	Words which name things are called nouns. Words which describe these 
nouns are called adjectives. Old, black, little, delicious and brave are all adjectives. Adjectives make writing more colourful.

	11.
	The Olympic Games began in Greece almost three thousand years ago. The games were held every four years at Olympia in the west of Greece. 
The next Olympic Games are to be held in Sydney, Australia in the year 2000.

	12.
	A capital letter always starts a sentence and a full stop always ends a sentence. A comma, colon, or semi-colon may also be used. All of these are called punctuation. Punctuation helps us to make sense of sentences.

	13.
	Millions of years ago, giant reptiles roamed the earth. They were called “dinosaurs”, a word which means “terrible lizards”. Dinosaurs are no longer to be found - they are extinct.

	14.
	The piranha lives in the Amazon and Orinocco rivers of South America. It is one of the world’s most vicious and dangerous fish. It is not recommended that they be kept as domestic fish.

	15.
	Homonyms are words which are pronounced alike but are different in 
spelling and meaning. Examples are: hour and our, their and there, fare 
and fair, some and sum, tail and tale.


PEANNAIREACHT 3
	16.
	Bats belong to the family of mammals. Mammals are warm-blooded 
animals and their babies are born alive and not hatched from an egg. Bats are the only mammals that can fly.

	17.
	Verbs are action or doing words. Adverbs are words which tell us more 
about a verb. Most adverbs are formed by adding -ly to adjectives. Examples are: slowly, gracefully, heavily, noisily.

	18.
	The swallows build their nests inside barns, sheds and stables. The nest has no roof and is placed on a timber rafter or beam. The swallow can be seen in early autumn, with its forked tail, resting on telephone wires.

	19.
	The Taoiseach is the leader of the country and is the head of the government. The deputy leader is called the Tánaiste. The government holds its meetings in Leinster House in Kildare Street, Dublin.

	20.
	The Book of Durrow, written about 680 A.D., is the earliest illumination of the four gospels in a single volume.

	21.
	The Book of Kells is the most famous example of Celtic manuscript art. It was executed sometime in the late eighth or early ninth century A.D. It can be viewed in Trinity College, Dublin.

	22.
	The word “Calligraphy” is derived from the Greek “kalle graphe”, which 
means “beautiful writing”. Today, it can mean fine handwriting or a highly creative art form.
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	23.
	The Statue of Liberty is situated on Liberty Island in New York Harbour. The statue was a gift from the people of France. Today, more than two million people visit the statue every year.

	24.
	The newspaper business is an exciting high speed world. Each night, while you are sleeping, the newspaper presses are rolling. They each turn out hundreds of thousands of newspapers every day.

	25.
	The Dead Sea is a saltwater lake, about nine times saltier than the ocean. It is situated in the Middle East between Israel and Jordan. It is the lowest place on earth.

	26.
	Australia is the smallest of the continents but it is the sixth largest country 
in the world. It consists mainly of desert or dry land, sometimes called the “outback”. It is completely surrounded by water. 

	27.
	Mount Etna, a famous volcano, is situated on the eastern coast of Sicily. It is an active volcano and there have been more than eighty known eruptions since the first one.

	28.
	Dublin is the national capital. It is the symbol of Ireland as well as being 
home for almost one third of the state’s population. It is a centre of literary, cultural and artistic achievement.



	29.
	Acid rain is the popular term used to describe acid precipitation. As well 
as rain, it includes mist, snow, and dry pollutants which have not been 
absorbed by the moisture of the atmosphere.
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	30.
	Chloroflourocarbons or CFC’s have been found to be the main cause of 
the damage to the Ozone Layer. CFC’s can be found in solvents, 
refrigerator fluids, spray can propellants and foaming agents.

	31.
	As the rainforests are destroyed, unique communities of animals and 
plants are lost forever. Destruction of the rainforests will also affect the 
whole world causing changes to the whole atmosphere which cannot be predicted.

	32.
	The president of Ireland is known as Uachtarán na hÉireann. He/she lives in Áras 
an Uachtaráin in the Phoenix Park, Dublin.  The term of office of the president lasts for seven years.

	33.
	The European Union is to start a campaign to reduce the incidence of 
cancer-related deaths throughout the community. In 1993, 840,000 people died of the disease in member states.

	34.
	The Irish Constitution and the law states that no person may be tried on any criminal charges without a jury, except for minor offences or in the case of special or military courts.

	35.
	Without looking left or right, the young child ran rapidly across the road. The driver narrowly avoided hitting the child but ended up hitting a tree on the far side of the road.

	36.
	Klaus Barbie, the Gestapo chief in Lyons, France, during the Second World War, was sentenced to life in jail for crimes against humanity. He died in a prison hospital in 1991.
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	37.
	The fly and the flea in the flue were wondering what they should do. Said 
the fly, “Let us flee”, said the flea, “Let us fly”. So they flew through a 
hole in the flue.

	38.
	A peanut sat on the railroad track, his heart was all a-flutter. Along came a train, the ten fifteen, toot-toot! - peanut butter!.

	39.
	Friday the thirteenth is said to be unlucky by some people . People who think this are said to be superstitious. Some superstitious people will not walk under a ladder or open an umbrella indoors.

	40.
	CD-ROM stands for Compact Disc - Read Only Memory. CD-ROMs can 
be used with personal computers to access information. A CD-ROM can hold as much information as about twenty ordinary floppy discs.

	41.
	Some foods can be associated with a particular country. For example, 
pizza is traditional to Italy, paella is traditional to Spain and curry is traditional to India 

	42.
	Chuaigh mé go dtí an siopa agus cheannaigh mé brioscaí, tae, caifé, siúcra agus uachtar reoite. Chuir an siopadóir i mála iad agus thug mé an t-airgead di. Tháinig mé abhaile ansin.

	43.
	On the morning of their mother’s birthday, the children brought her 
breakfast in bed. On the breakfast tray was orange juice, toast, tea and a beautiful yellow rose.

	44.
	The great grizzly bear, which the indians of North America called “the beast that walks like a man”, is a member of the bear family that is an 
endangered species.

	45.
	The bus broke down in the middle of the country miles from any garage, 
telephone or house. The driver had to walk to the nearest house to summon some help.
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	46.
	Dhúisigh mé go moch ar maidin. D’éirigh mé agus chuir mé mo chuid 
éadaigh orm. Chuaigh mé síos staighre, d’ith mé mo bhricfeasta agus rith mé ar scoil.

	47.
	As the darkness drew in, the power failed. They had to quickly search for some candles as this would be their only source of light for the duration of the night.

	48.
	Five or six jet planes zoomed quickly by the new tower. As they did, 
smoke of different colours bellowed from the rear of the planes leaving a blaze of colour in the sky.

	49.
	It is a question of judgement how long any person can keep up concentration without becoming over-tired, and can relax without 
becoming lazy.

	50.
	1995 was the year when the fiftieth anniversary of the ending of the 
Second World War was commemorated. VE Day (Victory in Europe) and VJ Day (Victory in Japan) were both commemorated. 

	51.
	1998 was the year when the two hundredth anniversary of the rebellion in 1798 was commemorated. Most of the fighting in the rebellion took 
place around Wexford. Many events took place around the country to mark the anniversary.

	52.
	I rith na hoíche chuala an fear torann. Bhris na gadaithe an fhuinneog, 
chuaigh siad isteach sa teach agus ghoid siad an teilifís agus an fís-scannán. Chuir an fear fios ar na Gardaí.

	53.
	In the Republic of Ireland children start school at around the age of four. They remain in primary school for about eight years after which time 
they transfer to a secondary school.

	54.
	February, March and April are the months of spring. During spring we 
look forward to the end of the cold and dark days of winter. One of the earliest signs of spring is the appearance of the daffodils.
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	55.
	March 17th is St. Patrick’s Day. It is the National Holiday of Ireland and 
celebrates the life of St. Patrick who is believed to have been the first person to bring Christianity to Ireland.

	56.
	Pablo Picasso is regarded as one of the world’s greatest twentieth century artists. He was born in Spain and painted many paintings during his Blue 
Period and Rose Period. His most famous painting is called “La Guernica”.

	57.
	A historic peace agreement was reached between all the political parties in Northern Ireland and the Irish and British governments on Good Friday 1998. The Peace Agreement was voted on and accepted by all the people in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland in a referendum.

	58.
	Gardening is a pastime which many people enjoy especially during the summer time. Grass grows more quickly during the summer months, so it has to be mown regularly. Flower beds have to be weeded and bedding plants and flowers have to be watered.

	59.
	Myths and legends are stories. They can sometimes be particular to a 
country. It is not known whether myths and legends are true, as they have 
more than likely been passed on by word of mouth from generation to generation.

	60.
	Good personal hygiene is very important. It is important to wash every day and to take a bath or shower a few times a week. It is also important 
to change clothes regularly, particularly underclothes.

	61.
	Good posture is very important. This means that people should be careful 
about the way they sit, stand and walk. Slouching when sitting, standing 
or walking is not good for the spine and weakens the back.
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	62.
	Ken Doherty, from Ranelagh in Dublin, is a professional snooker player. He was the World Amateur Snooker Champion before he turned professional. He won the World Snooker Championship at the Crucible in Sheffield in 1997.

	63.
	Computer experts are busily writing computer programmes to try to counter the Millenium Bug. This bug threatens to wipe out much of the data on computers on the first day of the year 2000. The bug is also known as Y2K.

	64.
	Traffic congestion has become a problem for many commuters, particularly during the peak time rush hours in the morning and in the afternoon. People are being encouraged to use public transport more and to try to share cars among fellow workers.

	65.
	Tarmacadam, or tarmac for short, is the name given to material used for roadmaking. It consists of layers of compacted broken stone laid on top of one another. It is named after a nineteenth century British surveyor J.L. McAdam.

	66.
	Seamus Heaney is a poet born in Derry. He has taught poetry in Ireland, Great Britain and America. For many years he has been recognised as Ireland’s greatest living poet. In 1997 he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in recognition for his work as a poet.

	67.
	W.B. Yeats is a world renowned poet and he is particularly associated with Sligo. As a child he spent many summers holidaying in Sligo with his relations. One of his most famous poems is called “The Lake Isle of Innisfree”.

	68.
	Litter is a problem that we all have to tackle every day. Litter is unsightly 
and is damaging to the environment. The problem can be solved if people 
use bins to place their litter in. Recycling of waste could also help to reduce the amount of waste that has to be dumped.
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	69.
	It was his son’s birthday and his father was baking a special birthday 
cake for him. He looked at the recipe, got the ingredients and prepared 
the cake. When the cake mixture was ready, he placed the cake carefully in the pre-heated oven. After forty minutes the cake was cooked perfectly.

	70.
	A new family moved into the last house on the road. When they arrived at 
the house, the neighbours were there to greet them and to welcome them to the area. The family were very pleased that the neighbours were so considerate.

	71.
	It is important when cooking chips at home that they are never left unattended. Hot cooking oil is very dangerous and highly flammable. If cooking oil catches fire it is important that you should never throw water 
onto the flames. This only makes the fire worse.

	72.
	Advertising can sometimes be used by large companies in order to entice 
people into buying goods that they really do not want or need. Bright 
colours, nice background music and persuasive voices are used to tell the consumer that they should go out and buy a particular product.

	73.
	The people stood in an orderly queue at the bus stop, waiting for the number forty-seven bus to arrive. When the two teenagers joined the 
back of the queue, they started to push and jostle and the other passengers began to get very annoyed.

	74.
	The girl arrived home from school at five o’ clock, two hours late! Her 
mother was furious and demanded an explanation. The girl informed her 
mother that she had been playing with her friends outside the school and 
that she had lost track of the time.
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	75.
	The newsreader announced the headlines of the day’s news. She was reading the news from an auto-cue, which is a small television in front of 
her in the studio. During the news she introduced some reports which 
were read by “on - the - spot” reporters.

	76.
	The family had booked their summer holiday to Spain in December. However, during the month of June the travel agent told them that their flights had to be re-arranged due to what they called “unforeseen circumstances”.

	77.
	The lady connected her new computer and placed it carefully on her workstation in the corner of the room. She connected the modem to her telephone line, contacted her Internet Service Provider (ISP) and quickly gained access to the Internet and the World Wide Web.

	78.
	The Italian man purchased his new restaurant in the centre of the busy town and quickly established a reputation as having the best restaurant in the region. People came from far and near to sample his authentic Italian cuisine.

	79.
	The author sat staring at the screen of her personal computer in dismay. She could not think of anything to write about and she feared that she might be suffering from “writers’ block”. Suddenly an idea flashed into her mind and she began to furiously tap the keys.

	80.
	The teenagers queued all night in the rain so that they would be the first to purchase the concert tickets. When the shop opened, the teenagers raced to the counter and succeeded in getting seats in the front row of the auditorium for the concert.
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	81.
	The artist opened his box of different coloured chalks and carefully arranged them on the pavement. He placed the postcard on the ground and proceeded to copy the picture with the chalks onto the pavement. Passers-by tossed coins into his hat beside the picture.

	82.
	The architect assessed the space in the attic of the house and advised the couple that there was ample room to fit an attic conversion. The couple were delighted as they hoped to build a playroom there for their three children.

	83.
	After typing out her letter on her word processor, the lady checked the print preview to make sure that the letter looked well. Unfortunately, when she clicked on the print icon the printer failed to print the letter and she had to take the printer into the shop to be fixed.

	84.
	The gallery organised an exhibition of paintings and 3-D objects in the largest room of the gallery. The artist selected the pieces of art that he wished to be exhibited and the gallery staff arranged them around the room so that the public could view them with ease.
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