Talk About
This is an oral language activity that can equally be done with younger and older children, with children of less and more ability. Omit topics as desired according to the age group you’re teaching and the ability level of the children. With more junior children, stick to the personal topics near the beginning like the “My …….” topics. 
· Photocopy the “Talk About” topics below onto stiff card
· Cut up into small cards and place in a “Talk About” box
· Allow a group of six – eight children to select and prepare a topic for speaking about the next day, thereby allowing them to think about what they are going to say
· The rule when selecting topics is: you may replace a topic if you don’t like it, but then you must stick with your second selection (this makes children think twice about replacing a card)
· Have a set “Talk About” time in class each day
· Formalise the activity by discussing with the children what rules may be necessary when other children are speaking (emphasise that when a pupil is speaking, all others must listen attentively and allow the speaker to speak without interruption or distraction – it may take a while for this routine to sink in!)
· Pupils could stand in their place or at the top of the room when speaking – this will give them experience of speaking in front of an audience
· What you expect from the children will differ according to the age and ability of the children. At its most basic, younger children may simply be expected to speak a sentence; older children may be expected to speak three sentences; senior children may be expected to speak for one minute (they suddenly realise how long a minute is!)
· What you are aiming for in this activity is fostering confidence in speaking in front of an audience, clear and audible speech, fluency of speech and clarity of thought
· When children have become accomplished at this activity and have been given the opportunity to speak about many topics, vary the activity by having the children speak about the topic without preparation, thereby fostering the ability to think on their feet
· If pupils would be comfortable and confident, think about varying the audience for the speaker – an audience of another class, a school audience (perhaps at assembly), an audience of parents

· Lastly, make sure the activity is fun and that the children enjoy themselves
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