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TRAINS

(
The largest tunnel in Ireland is in Co. Armagh - it is 1( km long but it is not in 
use. The longest one that is in use is in Co. Cork and it is 1km long.

(
Wood was previously used to build bridges - iron and steel were later used. 
Most Irish railway bridges are made of some kind of stone - they are old but 
they are secure. Most modern bridges are made with re-inforced concrete ie. 
cement strengthened with steel bars.

(
Large parts of Irish railways are single line. Trains can only pass at certain 
points.

(
Ireland’s first railway line opened in 1834 between Dublin and Kingstown (now 
Dun Laoghaire).

(
The Dublin to Galway line was opened in 1851.

(
The first carriages ran on four wheels. Later they ran on six. Some carriages 
were semi-open but the people didn’t mind. However, later they wanted safety.

(
The early trains had no lights - at night the people had to sit in darkness. Some 
first and second class carriages had oil lamps. Later all had gas lamps. Now 
lighting and heating is by electricity.

(
Soon the Post Office sent the mail by train.

(
Steam trains ran on coal as it was cheap and readily available from Britain.

(
Later coal became expensive and oil engines were now in use on road buses so 
oil engines replaced steam.
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