HAPPY ENDINGS

“Open for a Sequel” Ending:

( At the end of their long journey they sat down, at last, around the open fire of the camp where it had all begun and they said that they felt that their travelling days were over. Or were they?

( At the end of their long journey they sat down, at last, around the open fire of the camp where it had all begun and they said that they felt that their travelling days were over, and at that moment they really believed it to be true.

“Authorial Intrusion” Endings:

( This type of ending addresses the reader as if they could visit the place in the story themselves.

Eg. “If ever you have the luck to go to Narnia yourself, do not forget to have a look at those caves.”

“Unexpected / Shock” Endings:

( The creation of a false sense of security before the “shock”.

( Eg. At last they were free from the evil that had been plaguing them for so long. The sky was blue, the sun shone and the birds sang in the trees. Jack walked across the fields whistling and sometimes singing to himself. He hardly had a care in the world as the sun beat down upon him. For this reason he failed to see the rotting flesh of the hand that broke through the soil beneath him, snatching at his ankle and dragging him, screaming, under.

“And So Finally” Endings:

( Found generally in myths and legends – all earlier problems that had occurred have been surmounted, and so finally ….

(Eg. From that time on, people went over the bridge without fear. Never again did the troll pop his head out from under the bridge to roar, “Who’s that trip-trapping over my bridge?” Then the three billy goats Gruff lived happily in the meadow on the hillside. They ate the sweet grass and they really did get fat.

“Reader Decides What Has Happened” Endings:




( Similar to “Open for a sequel”

( Eg. “The bombs are raining down upon us so that shrapnel is flying everywhere. Tomorrow they say that we must advance toward the enemy who are more than us in number. Mother forgive me as I feel so afraid …..”

This was the last letter ever written by Private Jones.

The End is the Beginning:

( “Cinematic Technique” – the telling of events in non-chronological order.

( Eg. “The car John and Mary were driving sped over the cliff toward the rocks below. They closed their eyes and waited for the impact.

Three months earlier …..”

Reflective Endings:




( Ideal in first person writing

The protagonist’s opinions / ideas have been challenged and / or changed by the course of events in the story which in turn causes him/her to “reflect” at the end of the story.

(taken from “Literacy & Learning” – Oct/Nov ’99)
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