HAVING A WRITING CONFERENCE WITH YOURSELF

QUESTIONS ABOUT ENOUGH INFORMATION

Have I told where, when and with whom this is happening?

Have I clearly explained what I mean? Is there any part that might confuse my reader?

Have I described the scene and people so well that my reader can see and hear my story?

Do people talk? Have I put quotation marks around the words people say out loud?

Have I used examples to show what I mean instead of just telling?

What’s the most exciting or interesting part of the piece? How can I build on it?

QUESTIONS ABOUT TOO MUCH INFORMATION 

What parts aren’t needed - don’t add to my point or story? Can I cross them out?

What is this piece really about? Are there parts that are about something else? Can I cross them out?

Do I have more than one story here? Which is the one story I really want to tell?

Is this a “bed-to-bed” piece, going through every event of a day? Can I keep the important part of the day and cross out the unimportant parts?

Is there too much conversation? Too many little details? Have I explained too much?

QUESTIONS ABOUT BEGINNINGS

Does my beginning bring my reader right into the action of the story or my main ideas?

Where does my piece really get going? Can I cross out the first paragraph? The first page?

QUESTIONS ABOUT ENDINGS

Does my ending leave my reader wondering?

Does my ending go on and on?

How do I want my reader to feel at the end? Does this ending do it?

What do I want my reader to know at the end? Does this ending do it?

QUESTIONS ABOUT TITLES

Does my title fit what my piece is about?

Is my title a “grabber”? Would it make my reader want to read my piece?

QUESTIONS ABOUT STYLE

Have I said something more than once?

Have I used any words too often (such as and, then or said)?

Are any sentences too long and tangled up ? Too short and chopped up?

Have I made enough paragraphs to give my reader’s eyes some breaks? Have I broken up my piece by paragraphing too much?

Is this the way things happened. in this order ? Have I grouped together ideas that belong together?

Does the voice telling the story stay the same - I or he or she?

Does the verb tense stay the same? - present (I am doing it now) or past (I did it before)
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