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The following cards provide topics for oral work/improvisation in 

the classroom. This drama game is played by three pupils at a time 
– one is a Listener and the other two are Speakers. The three pupils 
sit on chairs which all face the same way in a row facing the 
audience, the Listener in the middle with the Speakers on either 
side. 

 

The Speakers randomly select a topic card from the cards in this 
pack. This is the topic that they must speak about. The three pupils 
take their places on the chairs.  

 

When the game starts, both Speakers begin to talk to the Listener 
about their chosen topic. They both speak at the same time as they 
are trying to get the attention of the Listener. The game could 
initially last for thirty seconds at a time and as the pupils become 
more proficient, the game could be lengthened to one minute. 

 

The object of the game is for both Speakers to gain the attention of 
the Listener by speaking to him/her about their topic. The Listener, 
the teacher or the audience could decide at the end which Speaker 
gained the most attention from the Listener. 
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Rules 

 The Speakers and the Listener must stay on their chairs 
 The Speakers cannot touch the Listener 
 The Speakers cannot shout in order to get the attention of the 

Listener 

 

Pupils need to be reminded that you want to hear them speak as 
they attempt to gain the attention of the Listener (even though 
they are both speaking at the same time!), so it will not work if 
they just laugh their way through the improvisation. 

 

The aim of the game should be on fluency of thought and speech 
and the ability of the Speakers to sometimes speak confidently 
about something they either don’t like or know nothing about. 

 

Most of all, this improvisation game should be great fun! 
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