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Peanut Butter 

Put a pound of peanut 
butter 
in the pan. 
In the pan, the pound 
of peanut butter 
must be promptly put. 
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Cricket Critic 

A cracked cricket critic 
came to a crucial cricket 
clash. 
Cracked was the cricket 
critic, 
and crucial was the 
cricket clash. 
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Twist the Twine 

Twist the twine tightly 
around the tree trunks. 
Tightly must the twine be 
twisted, 
around the three thin 
tree trunks. 
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Frumpy Freddie 

Frumpy Freddie flung 
fresh fried fish 
to Flopper, flapping his 
fins in the water. 
But Flipper, flapping his 
fins in the water,  
flung the fresh fried fish 
back at Frumpy Freddie. 
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Rosemary Wright 

Rosemary Wright was 
dressed in rich corduroy. 
In red corduroy was 
Rosemary Wright 
richly dressed. 
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This Thing 

This thing is holding these 
thick things. 
That thing is holding those 
thin things. 
Do they think that thin things 
or thick things are better? 
They think in this weather 
that thick things are best. 
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Robert Rowley 

Robert Rowley rolled a 
round roll round. 
A round roll Robert Rowley 
rolled round. 
Where rolled the round 
roll 
Robert Rowley rolled 
round? 
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Larry Lester 

Little Larry Lester lolled 
lazily on the Li-Lo. 
Where is the Li-Lo that 
Little Larry Lester lolled 
lazily on? 
Lolling lazily on the Li-Lo is 
what Little Larry Lester 
likes to do. 
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Gregory Garside 

Gregory Garside gained 
good gradings in Greek 
grammar. 
Good gradings in Greek 
grammar and geography 
Gregory Garside gained. 
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Leather 

Red leather, yellow 
leather. 
Yellow leather, red 
leather. 
Red leather, yellow 
leather. 
Yellow leather, red 
leather. 
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Peter Piper 

Peter Piper picked a peck of 
pickled pepper. 
A peck of pickled pepper 
Peter Piper picked. 
If Peter Piper picked a peck 
of pickled pepper, 
where’s the peck of pickled 
pepper 
Peter Piper picked? 
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Naughty Nora 

Naughty Nora has no nice 
neighbours. 
Where are all the nice 
neighbours 
that Naughty Nora knows? 
Nobody knows why 
Naughty Nora 
has no nice neighbours. 
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Theophilus Thistle 

Theophilus Thistle, the 
successful thistle sifter, 
in sifting a sieve full of 
unsifted thistles, 
thrust three thousand 
thistles 
through the thick of his 
thumb. 
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My Dame 

My dame hath a lame 
tame crane. 
My dame hath a crane 
that is lame. 
Pray, gentle Jane, let my 
dame’s lame tame crane 
feed and come home 
again. 
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Sea Shells 

She sells sea shells by the 
sea shore. 
The sea shells that she sells 
are sea shells, I’m sure. 
For if she sells sea shells on 
the sea shore, 
Then I’m sure she sells sea 
shore shells. 
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Betty Botter 

Betty Botter had some butter. 
“But”, she said, “this butter’s bitter. 
If I bake this bitter butter, 
it would make my batter bitter. 
But a bit of better butter –  
That would make my batter better”. 
So, she bought a bit of butter, 
Better than her bitter butter, 
and she baked it in her batter, 
and the batter was not bitter. 
So, ‘twas better Betty Botter 
Bought a bit of better butter. 
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Tooter Tutor 

A Tudor who tooted a flute 
tried to tutor two tooters 
to toot. 
Said the two to their 
tutor, 
“Is it harder to toot, 
or to tutor two tooters to 
toot?” 
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Mr. See & Mr. Soar 
Mr. See owned a saw, 
and Mr. Soar owned a seesaw. 
Now, See’s saw sawed Soar’s seesaw 
before Soar saw See, 
which made Soar sore. 
Had Soar seen See’s saw 
before See sawed Soar’s seesaw, 
See’s saw would not have sawed Soar’s 
seesaw. 
So, See’s saw sawed Soar’s seesaw. 
But it was sad to see Soar so sore, 
just because See’s saw sawed Soar’s 
seesaw! 
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Woodchuck 

How much wood would a 
woodchuck chuck, 
If a woodchuck could chuck 
wood? 
He would chuck, he would, as 
much as he could, 
and chuck as much wood as a 
woodchuck would, 
if a woodchuck could chuck 
wood. 
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Two Witches 

If two witches 
were watching two 
watches, 
which witch 
would watch 
which watch? 
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A Flea & a Fly 

A flea and a fly 
flew up in a flue. 
Said the flea, “Let us fly!” 
Said the fly, “Let us flee!” 
So they flew 
through a flaw 
in the flue. 
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Oyster 

Any noise 
annoys an oyster 
but a noisy noise 
annoys an 
oyster more. 
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A Skunk 

A skunk sat on a stump. 
The stump thought the 
skunk stunk. 
The skunk thought the 
stump stunk. 
What stunk the skunk or 
the stump? 
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Canner 

How many cans can a 
canner can, 
if a canner can can cans? 
A canner can can as 
many cans as a canner 
can, 
if a canner can can cans! 
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Sash Shop 

Sarah saw a shot-silk 
sash shop 
full of shot-silk sashes, 
as the sun shone 
on the side of the 
shot-silk sash shop. 
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