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Clouds are all around us, we see them 
every day in the sky. Sometimes they are 
bright like balls of cotton wool and other 
times they are dark, almost black. The 
different types of clouds in the sky can 
tell us a lot about the type of weather to 
expect. 
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Clouds are generally made up of tiny 
droplets or frozen crystals of water. 
Clouds are formed when warm air rises 
and then cools down. The water vapour in 
the warm air then turns into tiny droplets 
of water or ice. As the droplets come 
together, they form a cloud. 
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Clouds are generally categorised by their 
level of elevation or how high they are in 
the sky. There are three main levels of 
cloud: High, Middle and Low level clouds. 
Some clouds can be Vertical, meaning that 
they can span many of the levels. 
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These type of clouds are generally found 
above 20,000 feet. These types of cloud 
tend to be made from ice crystals as it is 
colder higher up in the sky. Examples are 
Cirrus, Cirrocumulus and Cirrostratus. 
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These type of clouds are generally found 
between 6,500 and 20,000 feet. They can 
be made from water droplets or ice 
crystals. Examples are Altostratus, 
Altocumulus and Nimbostratus. 
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These type of clouds are generally found 
below 6,500 feet. They are mostly made 
up of water droplets. Examples are 
Stratus and Stratocumulus. 
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Vertical clouds can span many of the 
different cloud levels. Examples are 
Cumulus and Cumulonimbus.. 
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altocumulus 
These are middle level clouds that are small, white, and puffy. 
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altostratus 
These are middle level clouds that are darker and are usually a 

sign of rain. 
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cirrocumulus 
These are high level clouds that are like balls of cotton wool. 
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cirrus 
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cumulonimbus 
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cumulus 
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stratocumulus 
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stratus 



For Your Information 

Thank you for downloading this Seomra Ranga resource. We hope that you find 
it practical and useful in your classroom. 
 
Please be aware of the following conditions before using this resource. 
 
Please DO: 
* Print and copy this resource so that you can use it with your pupils. 
* Make this resource available to your pupils in a private enclosed online space 
eg. Google Classroom, Seesaw, Edublogs etc. 
* Tell others if you have found it useful. 
 
Please DO NOT: 
* Copy or share this resource (in part or whole) with others who have not 
joined our website. By becoming a member for themselves, they will help the 
site develop into the future. 
* Make this resource available on your school website for anyone to download. 
 
Kind regards, Seomra Ranga 
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