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MARITA

CONLON-McKENNA

By Marita Conlon Mc Kenna
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PROTAGONIST

The protagonist in the novel is a twelve
year old girl called Blue 0’ Malley. She
was abandoned at birth and has since
been brought up in an orphanage.
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SETTING

The main setting in the novel is an orphanage in
Publin called Larch Hill. #f is run by nuns. As was
common at the time, being brought vp in an

orphanage was not easy. Life was harsh, but not
dl of the time. Some of the nuns were kind,
some were not.
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CHARACTERS

As well as Blue, there are other children in
the orphanage like Molly, Mary, Jess, Sarah.
We meet the head nin of the orphanage

Sister Regina, as well as other nuns like
Sister Monica, Sister Carmel and Sister Rita.
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CHARACTERS

We also meet a family cdlled the Hickeys
who are thinking of adopting Blue. We
meet a taxi driver called Jimmy Mooney
and his mother.
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PLOT

As Blue has been in Larch Hill since she
was a baby, she is determined to find out
about her mother. She just wants to be
part of a family like everyone else.

0)@)@)@)(0)(0)(%)(0)@)(0)6

\
'
<
<
<
<
<
S
<
<
<
<
<
&
Be

6(00

DD o)(o)(o)(o)(o)(o)(o




T A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

PERIOD OF TIME

The story takes place roughly in the middle of
the last century, probably in the 1460s. As you
read the novel, you wil wonder why some

things happened, but you must remember that
things were different back then.

)Q)@)@XO)@XNXO)@XO)é

© Seomra Ranga 2023 www.seomraranga.com

5D ODOOL

P
§
3
¢
e
e
e
e
3
3
e
e
X

E(OXOXO




\\ VOOV T

The story of the novel is told entirely from
the point of view of the protagonist, Blue 0’

Malley. This helps us to empathise with her as
a character.
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PROBLEM

The problem is that Blue has been
abandoned at the orphanage since birth.

Because her mother never signed the

necessary papers, Blue cawot be
adopted.
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RESOLUTION

As Blue canot be adopted, how can her
need for a family to call her own be

achieved? Can there be any resolution to
her problem?
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GENRE

This book is historical fiction. Although the
story is not a trve story, elements of it

reflect what happened during this period
in Ireland.
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THEMES

This novel explores many themes:
* The importance of belonging

The meaning of family
The corruption of power
Loneliness

Loyalty
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THEMES

This novel explores many themes:
Life in an Irish orphanage in 1960s Ireland
Child Labour
Physical and mental abuse
Courage and hope
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SEQUENCE

The story of the novel is told in pretty
much sequential order.
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For Your Information
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Thank you for downloading this Seomra Ranga resource. We hope that you find it
practical and useful in your classroom.

7

Please be aware of the following conditions before using this resource.
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Please DO:

« Print and copy this resource so that you can use it with your pupils.

« Make this resource available to your pupils in a private enclosed online space eg.
Google Classroom, Seesaw, Edublogs etc.

« Tell others if you have found it useful.

/4

Y

oS

Please DO NOT:
Copy or share this resource (in part or whole) with others who have not joined our
website. By becoming a member for themselves, they will help the site develop into
the future.
Make this resource available on your school website for anyone to download.
Share this resource with other teachers in online groups eg. Facebook Groups,
WhatsApp Groups etc.
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Kind regards, Seomra Ranga
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Resources used in this file from:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
FON1S Store/Hello-Literacy

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Stor
e/Kb-Konnected
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