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Family & Care
Referendums

2024



The Irish government is to 
hold a Referendum on March 
8th 2024 to make changes to 
the Irish Constitution in 
relation to the concept of 
family and to care provided 
by family members.
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What is Happening?



Government 
refers to the 

system of rule in 
a country or 

state.

What is Government?
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A Referendum is a vote 
of the citizens in a 
country, necessary to 
change something in the 
Constitution.
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What is a Referendum? 4



A Constitution is a system 
of principles according to 

which a state/nation is 
ruled. These are usually 
written in a document 
called the Constitution.
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What is a Constitution? 5



The Constitution can 
only be altered by 
citizens of a country in 
a special vote called a 
Referendum.
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How is the Constitution
Altered?
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The Referendums are being 
held on Friday March 8th 
2024, this is called Polling 
Day. Polling Stations will be 
open from 7am until 10pm 

to allow people to vote.
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Polling Day



Irish citizens over the age 
of 18 who are living in 
Ireland and who are on 
the Electoral Register are 
entitled to vote in a 
referendum.
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Who Can Vote? 8



In this 2024 referendum, 
there are two Ballot 

Papers, one for each 
referendum proposal to 
change the Constitution. 

One Ballot Paper is white 
and one is green.
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How do you Vote? 9



You vote for the referendum proposals by 
putting “X” in the “Yes/Tá” box on the Ballot 
paper and you put “X” in the “No/Níl” box to 
make no change to the Constitution. 
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How Do You Vote? 10



In advance of the referendum votes, you can 
come across lots of information, especially 
online or on Social Media, about the 
referendums. Some of this information may 
not be true or accurate. It may also be 
misleading, either intentionally or  
unintentionally or it may be deliberately false.
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Before You Vote 11



Always ask yourself:
• How do I know this is true?
• Who is telling me this?
• Why are they telling me this?
• How can I confirm this?
• Do I need to reconsider how I am going to 

vote?
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Before You Vote 12
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The Family 
Amendment
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The Family Amendment

This Ballot Paper will be white.  



This proposed amendment concerns Article 41 
of the Constitution which talks about the 
Family. At present, Article 41 of the 
Constitution talks about the important place 
that the family based on marriage has in Irish 
society and how it must be protected.
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The Family Amendment



At present, Article 41 refers to families 
based on marriage. This proposed amendment 
asks if you think that changes should be made 
to Article 41 of the Constitution to include in it 
not only the family based on marriage, but 
also the family based on other lasting 
relationships.
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The Family Amendment
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The Care
Amendment



This Ballot Paper will be green.
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The Care Amendment



This proposed amendment is about asking if 
the way the Constitution talks about the life 
of women and duties of mothers in the home 
should be taken out. Instead, the Constitution 
would talk about care by family members to 
each other. 
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The Care Amendment



At present, Article 41 of the Constitution 
says that the life of women in the home 
is an important support to Ireland. It also 
says that mothers should not have to go 
out to work for money reasons if this 
would remove them from their duties in 
the home.
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The Care Amendment



This referendum asks if what’s in Article 
41 of the Constitution about women and 
mothers should be taken out, and that 
instead a new Article 42B should be put in 
that would talk about how the care given 
by family members to each other is an 
important support to Ireland.
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The Care Amendment



If a majority of citizens in 
the whole country vote 

“Yes/Tá” in either or both 
of these referendums, 

then the appropriate 
changes will be made to 

the Constitution.

✓
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If the Public Vote Yes 22



If a majority of citizens 
in the whole country 
vote “No/Níl” in either 
or both of these 
referendums, then the 
Constitution will remain 
unchanged.

✓
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If the Public Vote No 23



• Do citizens really need to vote in a 
referendum at all? Should the government not 
just make the laws?

• Why do we need to close down schools in order 
for a Referendum to take place?

• Should Referendums not be held on Saturdays?
• Do you think people younger than 18 should be 

allowed to vote in this referendum?
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What Do You Think? 24



• Have you heard anything about the 
Referendums either on the News or online or 
on Social Media?

• Do you think information on Social Media could 
influence how people vote in a referendum?

• Why would people post misleading information 
about the Referendums online?

• How would you vote in these Referendums?
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What Do You Think? 25
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Thank you for downloading this Seomra Ranga resource. We hope that you find it 
practical and useful in your classroom.

Please be aware of the following conditions before using this resource.

Please DO:
• Print and copy this resource so that you can use it with your pupils.
• Make this resource available to your pupils in a private enclosed online space eg. 

Google Classroom, Seesaw, Edublogs etc.
• Tell others if you have found it useful.

Please DO NOT:
• Copy or share this resource (in part or whole) with others who have not joined our 

website. By becoming a member for themselves, they will help the site develop into 
the future.

• Make this resource available on your school website for anyone to download.
• Share  this resource with participants on any sort of course
• Share this resource with other teachers in online groups eg. Facebook Groups, 

WhatsApp Groups etc.

Kind regards, Seomra Ranga

For Your Information



Resources used in this file from:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Stor
e/Hello-Literacy 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/St
ore/Educlips 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/St
ore/Dancing-Crayon-Designs 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/St
ore/P4-Clips-Trioriginals 
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/St
ore/Hidesys-Clipart 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-Literacy
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-Literacy
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Dancing-Crayon-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Dancing-Crayon-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/P4-Clips-Trioriginals
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/P4-Clips-Trioriginals
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hidesys-Clipart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hidesys-Clipart
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